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READER. 


H E enſuing Diſcourſe con- 

tains the Subſtance of ſundry 
Sermons Preached im a private Con- 
gregation, Some, who heard them, 
conſidermg the Subjett - Matser 
Treated of, and the Deſign inthem, 
with reſpett unto tbe preſent ſtate of 
things in this Nation, did judge-that 
it might be convenient and. feaſona- 
ble to make them, more publick, - for 
the Uſe and Benefit of others, © But 
A 3 know- 


To the Reader. 


knowing bow remote I was for any 
ſuch Intention im their fuſt C ompo» 
ſure, and bow naked they were of 
all Ornaments that might render them 
meet for publick view, I was unwil- 
ling for a ſeaſon to comply with their 
Deſwes. Neither was it their Ims 
portunity (Which as they did not uſe, 
fo I ſhould not in this Caſe bave va- 
lued) - but their Reaſons that prevail- 
ed . with me to conjent , that they 
might be Publiſhed by any that had a 
mind thereunto, Which « all my Con- 
cernment therem, For they ſaid, 
that Whereas the Land wherem we 
live, 4s filled with Sm, and various 
Indications of God's diſpleaſure there» 


on,” yet there is an unexemplified 


Neglc m callmg the Inhabitants of 


it unto Repenrance, for the dis 
verting 
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To the Reader. _ © 
verting of Impendent Judgments. 
The very Heathen, they ſaid, up- 
on leſs Evidence of the Approaches of 
Divine Vengeance, than 4s now 
amongſt us, did always ſolemnly ap- 
ply themſelves to their Deities, for 
the turning it away. Wherefore this 
Neglect amongſt us, they ſuppoſed 
to be of ſuch il] Abode, 4s that 
the weakeſt and meaneſt Endeavour 
for Releif under it, might be of 
ſome uſe ; and of that nature I can- 
not but eſteem this Diſcourſe to be. 
They added moyeover That where- 
as on various Accounts, there are 
continual Apprehenſions of pubs 
lick Calamities, all mens Thoughts 
are exerciſed about the Ways of De- 
liverance from them, But where- 
as they fix themſelves on various and 


A 4 op-. 
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oppoſite Ways and Means for this 
End, the Conflif of their Coun- 
ſels and Deſigns encreafeth aur 
Danger, and is like to prove. our 
Rume. And the great Cauſe bere- 
of js a general Ignorance and Neg- 
lect ©of the only true Way and 
Means, whereby this Nation may be 
delivered from. Deſtruction under 
the Diſplealure of God. For if 

their Thoughts did agree and cen- 
ter therem, as it Would lnſcnſibly 
work them off from their preſent mus 
tual deſtruftive Animotliries ; /o 
alſo it is of ſuch a Nature,as would 
lead them into a Coaleſcency m 
thaſe Counſels, Whoſe Fruit would be 
the Eſtabliſhment of Truth with 
Righteouſneſs and Peace. Now 
this Way is noother but ſincere Re- 


pen” 


oO rne:! cad 


pentance, and uniyerſal; Rafgrs 
mation im all ſorts of Perſans | | 
throuzhout the Nation. 

That this 4s the only Way for the 
faving of this Nation from irapens * 
dent Judgments, and _ walting 
Deſolations, that this way will bg 
effettual unto that End , when. gl 
others fhall fail, is aſſerted and prov; 
ed mths Diſcourſe , fromthe Aathe- 

rity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
ta confront the Wildom of Pgligi- 
clans, Who are other wiſe minded. with 
a plain Word of Truth and Payer, 

It was hoped alſo by them, 'that 
ſome Intimation of their, Duty, "might 
be bereby given unto. thoſe, who hav- 
ing the Miniſterial Oyerfight 
the Generality of - the People ta 
Drvert their Mindes unto the \Pets 


ry 


To the Reader. 


Perty Differences and Conteſts, 
, Þhil'ſ} the Fire of Gods Diſplea- 
ſure for Sm, is ready to devour their 
Habitations. And the Truth is, if 
they perſiſt m their Negligence, if 
they give not a publick Evidence 
at this Seaſon,of their Zeal for Re- 
ntance and Reformation of 
Life,among all ſorts of Perſons, go- 
mg before them in their Example 
and Endeavours, unto the Promo- 
tion of them, I underſtand not how 
they will give an Account of their 
Truft and Duty to God or Men. 
And therefore were 1 Torthy to 
ive Advice to any of my Brethren 
m the Miniſtry, who are im the 
ſame Condition with my ſelf, as 
wnto ourward Circumſtances, it 
ſhould be this only ; Namely, Thar 
whilſt 


To'the Reader. 


whilFt others do ſeek to obſtruft them' * 
in the whole Diſcharge 'of their 
Duty, and to deprive - Church of 
the Benefir of their Labours, they 
would by their own Perlonal Ex- 
ample, by Peculiar Endeayvours 
in their Congregations, amons all 
that hear them, and on every Occa- 
fron, ſo preſs the preſent Calls of God 
unto Repentance, and ſo promote 
the Work of a vilible Reformari- 
on, «4s emmently to belp in ſaving of 
the Nation from approaching; 
Judgments, and therein, of them 
alſo ry deſirn their Trouble ; : 
And I donbt not, but moſt of them 
are already engaged and forward 
berem. 

This ſhall be our Teſtimony, 


and onr Peace, in whatever may 


befall 


To the Reader. 


hefall us in this World, 

Let ws nat ſatisfie our ſelves, that 
our Congregations are m ſo 700d 4 
Poſture, as: that they may contimue 
for our Lives ; and ſo be like ill 
Tenants, who care -not if their 
Houles fall upon the Expiration of 
the Term of their Intereſt in them, 
That Reparation #« required of us, 
which may make them ſerve for ſuc- 
ceeding Generations. 

And when any Church i ſo :n-ab» 
ſeryant of. its own. Decays, as to be 
negligent of Endeavours for pro- 
portionable Retormarion, if af- 
ter a While, any will deliver thee 
01911 Sans, it muſt be. by a Depar« 
rure from them that hate to be, 
Reformed. 

It 4s a fout . Imagination, that 
Chur- 


| 


Tothe Reade. 


Charches may render theif Comte 
munion »ſeleſs and! dangatous, "ot 

ly -by - Herefiey Tyranny"; | and 
Falfe Worthip/ an EviL,Wotld- 
ly; Corrupt Converſation #1 ht 
Gener ality of of ther Members, , cor» 
trary to the Aru of the. Goſpit, 
not oppoled und ns, 
by a conftant Bndeavourifor ſincerd 
Reformariony 45s no leſs rainous 
unto. the Beirign of 'Chnyche' by' than 
any of theſe they Evils. 

On theſe and;{uch like Conſidbrati- 
ans 4 Was not willing that tha: plain 
diſcourſe ſhould.be expoſed to'pub+ 
lick view ; boping't that 1t ”n: ebt ſtir 
up others of greater Abiljties awd 
Opportumities; \more fer. totly to 
prrfur' the ſame” Deſien, 4 to nat 


| think needfu! to make any Atdlogy 


for 


To the Reader. 
the Plainneſs both of the Mats 
cer and Stile im this ſmall Treatiſe. 
The leaſt Endeavour to attire 4 
Diſcourſe of this Nature, with the 
Ornements of Speech or Langu- 
e, even ridiculous ; it is more 
Ls fs bear the Furrows of Sighs and 
and Tears, than to be ſmoothed and 
flouriſhed with the Oyly Colours of 
Elegance and Rhetorick. 
| And as for the obvious Plaines 
of the Matter tontained in it, it #5 
bor as I Jadge, unto them whoſe 
Good is principally defined therem. 
Plain men have ſmned as | well as 
others, though it may be, not unto ſo 
bigh a degree, nor im ſuch an Out- 
rage of Exceſs. However, on ma- 
ny Conſiderations they are likely firſt 
to ſuffer, unleſs impendent Judg» 


menrs 


a 
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To the Reader: 


ments «re diverted by Repen- 
cance. | 
I do but a little plead with every 

man for bimſelf, and in bis .own } 
Cauſe. Neither however wiſe or 
learned men may be, is it meet in | 
this Caſe to treat them otherwiſe. 
It is to no purpoſe to make a fie 
Speech unto ſuch «s are fallmg m- | 


to a Lethargy ; nor to diſcourſe 
learnedly of the Art of Navigation, 
unto them that are ready to periſh m | 
a Storm ; they muſt be plam Words * 
and plam Things that are forcible in | 
this Caſe. And theſe by whom they | 
are deſpiſed, from any Principle of | 
Self-Elation, girve but an uncom- 
fortable Indication of - what will be 

the Iſſue of their Dangers. | 


- 


Let | 


Toghe Reader. 
- Lit therefore the Reader bict can 
didly excuſe, and paſs by the "Ty0ut- 
ble which” be will be pur unto by the 
frequent: Miſtakes of ti Preſs, oſpe- 
cially is Myſ-pomtinss, rendrong © the 
$ence ſometimes objcure and utnobyi- 
ols 3 and Thave oft the behalf of the 
Treatiſe it ſelf, rid More to + of 
bis forbearance. 


'& +: 
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Luke 13. I, 2, 35 \4+ $-- 


There were preſent at that ſeafong ſane the 
rald bim of the Galileans; 


late , had.: mingled” with © their” Slee 

And Jeſus anſwering, ſad, \unto them, Sap- 
«poſe ye that theſe Gahleafis were. Shnvers 
above all the Galileans, _ they ſafe 
feive) ſich things + | 

I tell you Nay ;, but except ye repent, Ye 

ba all ihewsſe periſh; 27: 

Fagr Rag breen, wer whom «be Taver 
i Sdoam fell, and -flevt them 5 think: ye 
that they were Sinners above alf\mex thas 
dwelt in , Ag 


I tell you Nay '; uu etorpe- ” ryty 
ſhall abi lhe ſep, 2 


T. is a. Part. and.;PÞuty . of Prey 
; Wiſdom, 2s alſo ag, AE of a duc 
Beyerence of God, t6- take Notice * 


raor dan Oecurrences. ig 

Die s of "Ris 7 Providence  z . for 
Y,,Are)  agrage "Warnings, and. 'of 
great 


(2) 
great i in his Government of 
rhe . -Inthem the Yorce of rhe Lord 
erieth uno the Giry, and rhe man of Wif 
dom ſhall ſee bis Name. And there is a 
Mark left on them, as profligate Perſons, 
who will net ſce whin bis Hand u þo lifted 
«p. An Example of this Wiſdom is given 
us: here”. ip our Bleſſed Saviour 5 who on 
the» Repott that was made unto him” of 
fome- ſevere Promdential Acc:dems, - then 


acs!y 
the Mind: of God in them, © witty an Ap- 
pletariin of them, unto the preſent” Duty 
of them that heard him, and Ours there- 
in | . _ \ 
Some things may be obſerved: in Ge- 
acd, to ' give Light mo the "Grey, 
and the Defgn ofour - Saviour in this holy 
-Diſcous ſt. ” 


| kPhe Time when the Things mentiod- 
ed did fall out, and \whirrein our-Savieur 
paſſed this judgement on them. 


144k was « Time of 'prexr Sin; of 
- thee ybdunding of aff forts of Sits": '&- 
Natren as ſoch, in its Rilers ani Ruble; 
the Cwoth as ſth, in its Offerrs, Qr- 
der and VVorſhip ; #nd the Getieraliry of 
the” Prople, in their Perform! Capacicies, 
were 


(8) 
were all overwhelmed in. provok: 


tens Vnitleameſs, 
tency, and Security, p 

Linbehef, had fil the Land, 
fled it We have a ſufhcient. Attount 
of this State of things -in .tbe Srovy If the 
Geſpel ; ſa as that” it needs no-other 
Confirmation. Yea, fo wicked. were 


nerality of - them 
the Rightouſucls audiotiolineſs of | 
to revenge on that Generation, nas; 7 
their own: Sms, bur-tht Sin alſa of; 

wicked rom (ghee Foundation 


ton ff the World, EE 


— 

G eneration, from in Pld of _ nts 
the Blaed + ors 4g pertfhed: .be- 
mers the Altar and the Temple : Verityil 
{9 Roto yo! it ſhatl''be 'rrqured 'of thus 
.& eneraiton. 


+ There is in this LEenenatation an Ap- 
prarance: of Severity, - beyond the Rule 
citablſknd/7 Exod. 20. 5. There God de- 
m_ That.as be is & jealens God, which 

B 2 Title 


(4) 
Title he aſſumes" to himſelf, with reſpea 
unto. thc higheſt Provocations , | thar he 
mill wifir the Inmiquity of the Fathers on 
ſhe Children to" the third and fourth Gene- 
ration of them that ' kate him. But here 
the-Vengeanco:'uud Puniſhmernt due unto 
the Sins of ©: bhwidred Generations, | is 
threarned to be inflicted on that which was 


Something ip "oor paſſage may be ſpo- 
ken for: the bes emo of Divine Ju- 
frice hereid, £ we may be more con- 
eerned in that Communation than 
The mdſt are aware; | 
> 1:5 The Cafe Were"is particular. That 
'n the Commandment. reſpetts” tha Comm 
won Caſe of all falſe Worſbippers 5 (and 
heir Poſteriy cy but this reſpedts Perſe- 
cation ants Blood wad Death of the truc 
-Worſhippers of 'God,. Now though God 
Wu very much. provoked with the Sins of 

falſe Worſh: m—_— .yc&t' ho can cither- bear 
Das them, over their Siris with 
" INer oa rs. or at leaſt for «long 
* ſuſon , but when they come.tos Porſacars- 

on and the Blood of them who worſhip him 
in'Spirit and in Truth, in his a appointed 
ſeafor: he will not ſpare them; - their own, 
and the Iniquitics of their 

ſhall be avenged « on them which will - 
t 


(5) 
the end of the Ammrxbriffien Churgh-Stare, 
after all ics preſent Triamph. 

2. All thoſe who from the beginning of 
the World ſuffered unto Blood, an the 
account of Religion, ſuffered in the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, for their Faith in him, and 
Confeſſion of him, namely, as he was pro- 
miſfed unto the Church. _ Unto him and 
his Office did Abel, by Faith, bear Teſti- 
mony in the Bloody Sacrifice that he of- 
fered. So it is faid that Agſes, in his 
danger for killing the «/£gypriar, bare, the 
Reproech of Chriſt, becauſe he did it in 
Faith of the Promiſed Seed, wiuch was 
Chriſt. They were therefore all. (ain.in 
the- Cauſe of Chriſt ; And whereas the 
Generation was to ſlay Chriſt himfelf, and 
did ſo, they did therein approve of, and 
juſtific all the Blood that was ſhed in the 
ſame Cauſe from the Foundation'-of the 
World ; and made themſelves juſtly lia- 
ble unto the Puniſhment due - unto it. 
Hence our Saviour tels them. Afarch- 23. 
35. That They, the Men of that Gene- 
ration, flew Zechariah, who was attually 
flain many hundred years before. 

3. Our Blefied Saviour mentions Abe), 
and Zechariah Particularly. This Zecha- 
riab, called the fon of Baracbiar, Wanun- 
goubtedly the Zercbariah mentioned 2 Con. 

BR y 7 4, 


[CH 
24; -20, 21, 22. For concerning thoſe two 
alone, it is obſerved,: That the one drad, 
and the ather dyine, cryed for Vengeance. 
So God teſtificth of the Blood- of Abel, 
Ger. 4.10, And Zechariah when he died, 
faid, T he Lord lock upon it, and require it. 
Hence the Apoſtle affirms, That Abe! b+- 
ing dead, yet ſpeaks, Heb 11. 4. that is, 
ms Blood did fo, it did fo then, and it 
ſpake for Fengance, as he intimates, Ch. 
12, 24. It did fo before and until the 
Deſtruction of Hierafalem : For in the 
Rejection and abſolute Deſtru@ion of that 
” 1 pn Church and People, the Blood 
of all that ſuffered under the Old Tefta- 
ment, was expiated 5 Abe”; Blood cries 
no more 3 nor doth God look any more 
on the Blood of Zechariah, to require 
it, 

Bur the ſame Voice and Cry is now con- 
tinued by another fort of Men; namely, 
thoſe who have ſuffered in the Cauſe of 
Chriſt, fiace his Coming, according to the 
Promiſe, Rev. 6. 9. 10. And this Cry ſhall 
be continued until the appointed Time 
doth come for the utter Deſtrudtion of 
the Amichriſtian apeſtatiz.ed Church- 
State. 

4. When a Sinful Charch or people have 
paſicd the utmoſt Bounds of Divine Pati- 

Cnce 


(23 
ſoch abominable crying Sint and Provoca- 
tions, as ſhall render the utmot V 
ance bencath their Deſerts. So: 7 
affirms of this Generation, after they had 
rezetied and flain the Lord Chriſt, -. that 
they fell into ſuch an Hell of provoking 
Abominations, that sf tbe Romans, bad 
net come and deftrayed them, God would 
have ſemt Fire and Brimftone upon them from 
Huan, 4s he did on Sodom, ' 

And we may by the way, obſerve from 
hence. 


It u 4 dangerous thing to live wn the tiames 
of utining Coweven when they are haſt 
ning anto their fatal Periad in Judgements, 
ſuch as will incvitably befall them all and 


EVEry Onc. 


And it is ſo, for theſe three Rex 
ſons - 

1, Pecauſe ſuch Times are periden: 
through I cmptations from the aboundi 
of the Luſts of Men, in all Uncl 

and Wickedacſs. Sothe Apoſtle ftates it, 
2, Tim. 3. 1, 25 3» 4 $-+ It any think they 
are free from Danger, becauſe as yet they 
feel no Evil, whillt che Luſts of Men pro- 
felling Chriſtian Religion, vilibly p- 
| + 


penly 


(8) 
pefily aboand and rage inthe Work, they 
2; Thoogh Deſtrnftion do not inirme- 
diate! them, yet when they have 
paſſed the time of Divine Patience, de- 
ing their Reformation ; they ſhalt pre- 
ate themſelves into Bloody Abomina- 
tions a8 did the Church of the Jews. 

3. Judgment ſhall at length overtake 
them, and God will revenge on them the 
Sins and Provocations, eſpecially the Per- 
fecations and Blood 'of them that went be- 
fore them, and lead them into their Apo- 

+ So when hc ſhall come to deſtroy 
Mbicd Babylon, . or the Antichriſtian 
Chur&-Stare, it is faid, that in her was 
fornd the Blood of the Prophets, and of 
Saints, and" of alt that were ſlain upon the 
Earth, Rev. 18. 24. Even the Blood of 
Saints, that was ſhed by P agan-Rome, ſhall 
be avenged on Anmtichriſtian Rome, after 
ſhe hath eſpouſed the Cauſe, and walked 
inthe way of the other, juſtifying in her 
own Praftice, what they had done, * 


IL. It was a Time wherein  Tudgments 
were mear approaching \, ſo our Saviour him- 
ſelF affirms it ro have beben, Like "19. 
42, 443, 44, Hadſtthon krown tn rhis1by Day, 
They had now buta Day, ahd = a 


' ('9)) 


almoſt ready to expire, though they faw 
it not,) nor would beleive ir. © But the 

of their deſolation approached continually, 
and when the Apoſtle wrote his Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, was making its entrance 
upon them Chap. 10. 25. ye ſee the day 
approaching, And we may hence learn Thar, 

l. Inthe approaching of deſolating Tudg- 
ment on a ſtnfull provoking Church or Nati- 
on, God iz pleaſed to Froe previous Intimati- » 
ons of his diſple aſare, as well in the works 
of Providence, as by - the Rule,-of his 
Word ; ſuch were thoſe here ſo interpre- 
ted by our Saviour in ſuch a Seaſon. | 

This, 1 ſay, is the ordinary proceſs of 
Divine Providence '; and it may be no 
Nation, Heathen or Chriſtian ever utterly 
periſhed without Divine Warnings of their 
approaching defolation : ſome indeed 
ſeem to be taken away with a ſudden fur- 
priſal, as God threatneth, Pſal. $3. 9, 
1C, 11. 

But this is from their own ſecurity, and 
not for want of Warnings ; ſo the Old 
World before the Flood, had warnings 
ſufhcient of their Deſtruftion; by the 
Preaching of Noah, aud the building of 
the "Ari, by which he. condemned the 
World, Heb. 11. 7. or left them unexcy- 
ſable to divine Venpeance. Yet they toak 

no 


(.10 ) 
n6 notice of theſe things, but were ſupri- 
ſed with the Flood, as if they had never 
heard or ſeen. any thing that ſhould give 
them warning of it, as our Saviour de- 
cares, Mat. 24. 38, 39. and when the 
time comes of . the deſtrudtion of Adyſts- 
cal- Babylon, ſhe (hall ſay in that very day 
wherein her Judgements come upon her, / 
for 4s a Queen, and ſhall ſee no ſarrow ;, not- 
withſtanding all her warnings in the pou- 
ring out of the Fials of previous judg- 
ments, Kev. 18. 7, 8. 

2. It u the beight of ſecurity in ſuch 4 
time and ſeaſon, either to neglett the conſs- 
deration of extraordinary Providences, or 
ts miſr-interpret them as nnto any thing, but 
Tokens of approaching Tudgements, if nat 
prevented. 

Nothing can be queſtioned herein with- 
out an Arraigument of the Divine Wiſ- 
dom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the In- 
terpretation and Application that he 
a theſe Acciderts, No doubt but 
they were negleted and deſpiſed by the 
moſt, as common things ; tore::e any great 
notice of ſach Occurrences, 1s cſteemed 
Puſillanimity or Superſtition. So it is by 
many at this day , wherein all things, as 
we ſhall ſee afterwards, arc filled with T#- 
hens of divine diſpleaſure ; But things will 

come 
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come ſhortly unto another account ; in the 
mean time i is ſafe to follow this Divine 
Example, fo as to find out ſacred Warn- 
ings in ſuch Providential Occurren- 
CCS. 

2, The Providential Accidents ſpoken 
of, are two, and of two forts. 

{, The firſt was that wherein the bloody 
Cruelty of men had an hand. The Galile- 
ans whoſe blood Pilate bad mingled with 
their ſacrifices. When this was done, on 
what occation, and what was the number 
of the Perſons ſo ſlain, the Scripture is 
filent. However it is certain that it was 
done at Hieruſalem; for Sacritices might not 
be oftered any where elſe. Thither came 
the G alilearns with their Sacrifices ;- that 
is cither the Beaſts which they brought to 
the Preiſts to offer for them ; for they 
might not offer Sacrifices themſelves, or 
the Paſchal Lamb, which they might flay 
themſelves. 

WhiPſrthey were ingaged in this work 
Pilate the bloody Roman Governour, On 
what occaſion or provocation is unknown, 
came upon them, and flew them in a cr#- 
ed manner, intimated in that Expreſhon, 
that be mingled their Blood with their Sacrs- 
ficesr. And this Providence is the move 
remarkable, inthat it fell our whilſt they 


were 
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were ingaged in their Sacred Worſhip ; 
which carries an Indication of Divine Se- 
verity. And it may be there was, as it is 
im the ruine of Mankind every day, occa- 
ſion taken for it, from the difference that 
was between two wicked Governours, Pi- 
late and Herod, unto whoſe Juriſdiction 
theſe Galileans did belong, in whoſe blood 
Pilate thought ro revenge himſelf on his 
Enemy. However they both combin'd 
at laſt in the killing of Chriſt, as others 
uſe to do in the World ; and ſo made 
themſelves Freinds, leaving their Example 
to their Succeflors. 

2. The other was a meer Effett of di- 
vine Providence, the death of eighteen men 
by the fall of a Tower in S:/oam; that is 
« place of Waters, and a running ſtream 
m Hieruſalem it (elf. And our Lord Ie- 
fus Chriſt declares herein, not only that 
all ſuch Accidents are diſpoſed by the Pro- 
vidence of God, but that he freaks in 
them for our Inſtruttion. 

Both theſe, as they were Warnings, as 
we ſhall ſee, fo they were Fiowures of the 
approaching deſtruttion of the City and 
People : for that in the firſt place is the 
periſhing here intended, as 15 manifeſt in 
the enſuing Parable, wherein the Church- 


State of the Jews 5s compared unto a bar- 
ren 
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eu Fig-tree, which was to be cut down 
and deſtroyed. And accordingly that de- 
firuftion did befall then, partly by the 
bloody Cruelty of the Romans, and partly by 
the fall and rume of the Temple, Towers, 
and Walls of the City, both included in 
the V Vord, likewiſe ; ye ſhall likewiſe periſh, 
or in like manner, But although they 
were of various kinds, and men _ e 
vade the” conſideration of them on ſeveral 
pretences ;, the one being nothing but the 
Tyranmcal Fary of Pilate, the other only 
a' ſomewhat annſual Accident, yet our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt finds out the hand and 
Councel "of God in them both, and” des 
clares the ſame Language to be ſpoken in 
them (both. Signs of the ſame event are 
dowbled to ſhew the certainty of itz- like 
Pharaohs Dreams. 

And we may obſerve; That 

r. Alt forts of utnſual Accidents, or Ef 
fetts of Providence in 4 ſeaſon of "Sin" and 
— Tudgements, are of the ſame In 

1cation, and ought to have the ſame Imer- 
pretarion. 

So ''is the ſame Application 'made 
of both.theſe different Signs and Warnings 
by our Saviour ; they have, ſaith hez the 
ſame Language, the ſame Signification. 
There was nothing at this time more har- 

den- 
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dencd the Jews unto their utter ruine, that 
the falſe Application they made of Provi- 
der ad Signs and Warnings which were all 
multiplyed among them, as bedznvg their 
and dcliverance, when they were all 
okens of their approaching ruine. ' For 
when ſuch things are rejeeed as Warnings 
calling. to Repentance and Reformation, 
as they were by them on a preſumption 
that they were Signs of Gods appearance 
on their behalf, "they became to be- no» 
thing but certain Farerwners of greater 
Judgements, and iofdllible T akens of- de- 
ſiruQtion ; and fo they will be to them 
likewife by whomthey are yer deſpried. | 
Secondly, God pleaſed foretumes ty 
gruvewernings of appr oacimg Judgemd/ity, net 
only az iinto the matter of when that vbey 
ſhall be accompaned with ſeverely ; bu alſo 
a unto the eſpecial. natitre and manner of 
them; ſo was it with theſe two Signs of 
Blood by the Sword, and Dearb. by theifdli 
of the I ower, -rcpreſcnting 2514 a. Glas, 
that common calamity which was to. bctall 
the City and Nation. And I pray.;God 
that-the -prodigious .Appcarance-of «ftery» 
Aeteorr, hike Swords, Armics, and.Armes, 
with other things of the like oatere- may 
not be ſent ro point out the very; 14 and 

nature of the Judgments which are coming 
on F 


22 

on Exrland i-not diverted 5 for as'unto 
theſe S5gns, not only the” Scripture, bull 
all Heathen Stories, are filled with an Ac- 
count of them. Before the approach: -of 
deſolating Judgements, Nature the common 
Parent of Mankind, did always put fo 
it ſelf in rrregular, unuſual Atbings, in 
Meteors, Comets, - Earthquakes, ftraage 
Appearances inthe Air, Voices heard, .and 
the like. | ; 

The brate Elements tremble at the 'ap* 
proaches of God in his Judgement againft 
the Inhabitants of the Earth ; ſo the Pro- 
phet expreſſeth it , Hab. '3. 10. Ts 
AMoun ains ſaw the and they trembled, the 
over flowing s of thee Water paſſed by, the 


deep nttered his voice, and bt up but band 
on high. "EY 
They are as it were caft mto a poſtire 
of CO and Supplication. And 


Aſchylks at 
ty, 


catheu Port in Juſtin Mar 
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When the dyreadfull Eye of God ( in his 
Providence ) w hifred up, all tings tremble 
before it, 


Thirdly 
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Thirdly, In the. laterpretation ,and ap-, 
ication made. of ; theſe ſevere Accidents 
your Saviaur in his divine VViſdomy we 
may obſerve. 


1; Efpecial Judgments in ſuch - ſeaſon, 
be fabing in any, 4s net prove an e{þpeczal G welt, 


6 provocation ith. 


"This our Saviour expreſly denics, 4d 
that with. reſpe@ unto both the. Inſtances 
inliſted cn, and that diſtinly,,. verſe 2. 
v. 4: I do riot. bence abſolutcly eſtabliſh 
agencral Rule as unto all Times and Pers 
fons. For, . 

"1. The obſcrvation is here confined 
and: limited, unto ſuch a Scaſon as. that un- 
der conſideration ; namely a time of pro- 
yoking Sins, m the generality of the Peo- 
le, and . approaching Judgmeats. Ig 
Tuch a ſeaſon no -«ſſ1pnation of eſpecial 
Guilt ought to be made on eſpecial Cala- 
mitous Sufferingps. 

2, Some Perſons may be guilty of ſuch 
daring prefurrpt ons Sins, that if they are 
overtaken with eſpecial Judgements - in this 
VVorld, it is the height of Impicty not to 
own the eſpecial revenging hand of God, 
in their deftruQion ; ſuch was the Death 
of Herod, Atts 12,22, 23. 

2. Juap- 
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2. Judgments on private men in ſuch 4 
ſeaſon are warnings to the publich, This is 
intimated by our Saviour in this place 3 
Namely, that God uſes a Soveraignty here- 
in, by oy ay he to 
make them Examples unto others ; this 
faith he, was the fole reaſon, as far as 
you are concerned to judge or know, why 
God brought theſe ſore deſtruftions upon 
them; namely, that theſe Warnngs 
he might call you to Repentance. Yet I 
judge God doth not ordinarily exerciſe his 
Soveraignty in this kind, unleſs it be when 
all have deſerved to be deftroyed 5; and 
then, as in the Sedition and Mutiny of 
Aliltary Legions, they decimated them, 
or ſlew ſome for an example and terrour 
unto others ; ſo God--calls out of a guilty 
multitude whom he ſeth, to make pre- 
vious Inſtances approaching Judg- 
ments. 

3. Thoſe who firſt fall under Tudements, 
are not always the worſt that Judgments 
ſhall befall, nor are the firſt Tudgments uſw- 
ally the moſt ſevere ;, fo it is plain in thefe 
Inſtances. And becauſe we have /oftan- 
ces of this nature amongſt us, we ſhould 
conlider how to make a right ] 

ing them; and theſe three 
we may ſafely determine. 
C 1. That 


C 18 ) 

1. That thoſe who ſuffered 
were Sinners alſo, though | things 
CHCCITY or in th, | - 

manner. . This is ſword Priſons 

unto the vindication ! drath , 5s 

of the Juſtice of God. ont of the Lats 

- 2. That he who hath made {5% 
warnings unto us, might 

have made us wernings umo them ; herein 

tns Soveraignty Mer towards us, 
who eſcape, is manifeſt. A 

3. That we alſo have an hand wow 
Gmilr, foreremaing ſuch Providences fo 
as there is any thing panal in them, For 
tuch pofrate 1 previous Judgments are the 
efict of public Provec ations. 

Fanrthly, Here is a ſure Rule, given us, of 
the Interpretation .of ſevere Providences 
in ſuch-a ſeaſon, us that here intended. 
Sach I mean as we have had among us, 
in Plarxe, and Fire, and Blood ; and ſuch 
as we have the Signs and T okens of at this 
time in Heaven and Earth. For three 
things we are here taught faſcly to con- 
CY rhem, 

That they arc warming: from God. 
This our Saviour plamly wp in the 
Interpreration and Application of theſe 
two Inſtances. 

2, That their Voice and a -*" 


CES ESL LETS 


(9) as 
Calf to Repemance and Keiformation : Excepe 
© Video they are neglected as worn 
ws calling to Repentance, they c— 
ter nate» and bers "hadereinads 
ing Deſftcuczon. 
approach 


SHHAT 
lth 


T; 
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to our Obſervation. /t is the great Rule of 
Drvine Providence, with the efpecial Seal 
of our Lord Chriſt annexed ty 

Nay but unlef repent , all all 
bbewiſe periſh. When Warnings for 1a- 
ſtruction are not received, they are To- 
kens of Deftrudtion. This is a Truth 
which none almoſt , and none almoſt 
believe. Nr it been _ many -_" 
ſolating ments in former 
been _— Nations hs gy 
ſhould have abode in Proſperity, which 
See Lake 19. 41, 42, 43, 44. Ma. 11- 
23. And were it believed in the days 
wherein we live, it would be the means of 
ſaving a poor Nation from, otherwiſe incvi- 
table ruine. The State is ſo with us, that 


end, that may have a ſpace to fill up 
raytnriny pb lniquities, and > be 
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There is « threefold Iſſue and event of 
the State we have deſcribed. 

1. When a ſinfull Church or Nation fo 
atend unto Gods Warnings in/; previous 
Fudements, and other Signs of - his diſplea- 
ſure, as to comply with them' by Repen- 
tance and Reformation, This is a bleſſed 
IMae which will certainly divert all impen- 
dent judgments ; as ſhail be afterwards de- 
clared. 

2. When by reaſon of the negle& of 
them, and want of complyance with them, 
God doth bring diſtreſs and calamities. up- 
on a People in general. This is a ſad e- 
vent. But however, under it God doth often 
preſerve ap = and orognth which be- 
ing brought through the Fire, and ther 
purged and ries though but — 
and aMicted People, yer they ſhall be pre- 
ſerved as a Seed, and Reſerve. for arbetter 
State of the Church, ſee Zach. a3. $;'9. 
Jai. 6. 11. 1213. Chap. 14. 6: Chep. 24- 


13. Zeph. 3. 12: Extech 5. 24\ 12.: 


3. When God utterly forſakes a People, 
will regard them na-more ; bur-give them 
up unto /dolarry;, Palſe-Worſmip, and all 
forts, of Wickedneſs. VVhen | Fe ſays, 
Why ſheuld you be ſtricken any mare, | you will 
revolt more and more, This is. the-ſoreſt 
of Judgments. 'V VE" unto them ſaith the 

C 3 Lord 
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Lord, when I depart chem, Hoſea, 9. 
12. Of foo Aotheir hal be aakbes 
Hope nor Remnant, Exa. 47. 7 V ho 
would not rather fee » Nation —_ 
under ſome Judgments 25 the Eftedts 
God's diſpleaſure, for rhe neglett of his 
warnings, whereby it may be purged and 
purified, and reſtored, than to be left ui 
der Jdolatyy and all manner of V Vickedaels 
for ever. 

Bur the way is here propoſed for the #- 
voidanee of theſe Evils. And theſe things 
will be more fully. fpoken unro aſter* 


ON 
Warnings by the Word ' or otherwiſe, 
ſuch a. ſeaſon, #s wherein an abounding; of 
Sin is| aroompanied with great evidences 


ofsppoogciing Juagazram. 
1- Aczording -unto this rule was the 
dealing of God with the Old World, which 
is fer forth unto us for an Example ; ſee 
r Pet: 9.20. with 2. 4. 

The men of the Old World were a finful 


provoking 


- 
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warning of his diſpleaſure by the Preach- 
ing of Noah, and other ways ; daring” hig 
mſftry, the long ſuffering of God waits 
ed the Repentance and Reformation. 
For this was the end both of the Scaſon, 
and of the Miniſtry granted unto them 
therein : But when it was not complyed 
Withal, he brought the Flood on thoſe xngods 
men. 

2. So he dealt with the Church widey 
the Old-Teſtament. A Summary account 
is givenof it; 2 Chron. 236. 15, 164 17, 
after a conrempt of all Gods - previous 
warnings, with a neglet of Repentance 
and Reformation, time came when 
there was wo remedy, but the Ciry 'and 
Temple muft be deftroyed; and the Peas 
_— flain, and partly carried into 

ptivity. Accordingly there is 4 
ral Rule eſtabliſhed for all times' and' ſea- 
ſons, Prov, 29. 1. 

3. Neither have his dealings been" 
therwiſe with the Charchis of the' "New 
Teſtament. All thoſe of the firſt Plurital 
tion have been ruined and deſtroyed - by 
the Sword of God's diſpleaſure, for imp& 
mtency under divine ' Calls and Warm- 
gs. 

C 4 4. God 
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gave an eminent inſtance here- 
| of Jeremiah the Pro* 
phet ; he gives hum the Law of his Pro- 
» Chap. 18, 7, 8. At what Inftant 1 
ſpeak_concerning 4 Nation, and concern- 


ainſt whom I have p 

their Evil, 1 will repent of the Evil that I 
thought to do unto them. Here is the whole 
of the Truth laid down repreſented unto 
us. The Nation and Kingdom eſpecially 
intended, was that of the people and 
Church - of the Jews. Concerning them 
it. is ſappoſed, that they were evil, that 
Sin abounded amongſt them, In this State 
God gave them warning by the Miniſtry 
of Feremiah as he did otherwiſe alſo. 
voice of theſe warnings was that 
they ſhould repent them of their Evil, and 
reform __ their ways. On a ſuppoſition 
whereof he promiſes to remove the: Judg- 
ments which they had deſerved, and which 
were impendent over 'them : upon their 
failure herein, he declares that fearful] de- 
folation ſhould befall them, as it did after- 
wards, verſe 16, 17. "According to this 

Ryle the Prophet perſiſted in his Mini 
The Sum of his Sermon ? was this; Je « 
« rime of great Sin arid Provecation, theſe 
and 
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and theſe are your Sins x; theſe are evident 
Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure againſs you, 
and of the near approaching f deſolating 
Tudg ments. - In thu State Repent, return and 
reform your ways, and you ſhall be deliver- 
ed : in caſe you do not, utter Deſtyuttion 
all come 

P But the any the Preiſts and general- 
ly all the People ſet themſelves againſt hirm 
herein and would not believe his Word. 

And by three things t counten 
hrmtion in their bets and /mpeni- 
tency ; thatthey ſhould be delivered, al- 
though they did not repens nor reform 
their V Vays. 

Firſt, By their Proviledges; that they 
were the only Church and People of God z 
who had the Temple and his V Vorſhip a- 
mongſt . them - as if he ſhould ſay, The 
beſt reformed Church in the World. This 
they direly confront his Miniſtry withal, 
Chap. 7, 3%; 4. They fear none of his 
Threatnings, they deſpiſe his Counſel 
for their Safety, approve their ways and 
their doings, becauſe they were the Church, 
and had the Temple for their Security. 

Secondly, By their own Strengh 
War, and their Defence againſt all” their 
Enemics, They gloried in their W5ſ- 
dom, their Might, and their Riches; as he 
intimateth. Chap. 9. 23- Thirdly, 
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the Help and Aid which 
from others, eſpeci 


prevailed againſt ham, 
and utterly diſprov'd his Rule of Safety by 


Reformation only ; for when the Chaldeans 
belieged the City, by whom the Judgments 
be had threaned them withal, were to be 
executed, Pharacb the King of Egype com- 
ing ap againſt them, they departed from 
Jerwfalem for fear of bis Army. Ch. 27, 5, 11. 
Hereon, no doubt, they triumphed agaiaft 
bim, and were fatisfied that their own way 
for Deliverance, was better than that 
troubleſome way of Repentance and Re- 
formation , which he preſcrib'd unto 
them. But he knew from whom he had 
bis Meſſage, and that would be the Event 
of rhe falſe Hopes and Joys which 
had entertained : So he tells them, verſe 
9,10. Decerve nor ſelves, ſaying, the 
Chaldeans ſhall ſidoty: depart from — for 
they ſhall not depart : For though you had 
ſonecton the whole Army of the Chaldcans, 
that fight againſt you, and their remained 
but wounded men anmgſ} theo, yet ſhould 
they riſe up every man in bus Text, and burn 
thus City with fire. Which accordingly 
cane t& paſs. 

And 
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+ And fo wiltit be with any othey People, 
againit all Plcas and pretences to the con» 


wary. 

Let the Caſe be ſtated according as it ws 
hail down in the Popoſition, and explain 
ed mthe inſtance of 7eremiab. 

Suppoſe a Church or People do bored 
with pr Sins ; that during the time 
of God's Patience towards them, and 
Warning of them, therc are Signs and Tu 
ters of his Diſbleaſure, and of 1-7pendent 
Judgments ;, let them feed themſelves fo 
long as they plcaſe with hopes of Delive- 
tanc* and Safety, unleſs they comply with 
the Calls of God unto Repentance and Re- 
formation they will fall under — 
hudgments, or be utterly forſaken of 
for ever. 

The Grounds and Reaſons of this Rule 
and Order in Divine Diſpenſations, are 
many , plain and obvious, which | thall 
not at large infiſt upon. 
= I ſhall aaly at preſent mention ſome of 
them, becauſe thoſe of the moſt Evidence 
and Importance will accrue afterwards un» 
to our Conhideration. 


1. This Rule of proceeding is ſuited un- 
to the Righteouſneſs of God in the Govern: 
ment of the World, in the inbred Light of 

the 
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the Minds of Men, This Notion. That 
ment or Divine Vengeance will overt 
__ tent Semmer s, RR been | ws 
warned of their Sin, is that which we are 
not taught, which we do not learn from 
one another, which is not only the Voice 
of Divine Revelation, but that which is 
born with ws, which is inſeparable from 
our Nature ; the Light and Convidtion 
whereof , neither with reſpe&t unto our 
ſelves or others, we can avoid, this is 
the Voice of nature in Mankind /mpent- 
rent Sinners, incarable by Warnings, are 
the proper Objetts of divine Diſpleaſure. And 
the abſolute impunity of ſuch Perſons; 
would be a great Temptation unto Arhe« 
iſm, as the ſuſpenſion of deſerved Judg- 
ments on provoking Sinners, is with ſome 
at this day.. But ordinarily and finally 
God will not a& contrary unto the inbred 
Notions of his Righteouſneſs the Go- 
vernment of the World, which he him- 
felf hath i in the Minds of Men. 
But as for the Times, Scaſons and Wa 
of the Execution of his Judgments, 
hath reſerved them unto his own Soves 
reignty.. 
2. It is needfull unto the Vindication of 
the Faithfulnef of God in his Threatnings 
given out by Divine Revelation. By y 6 
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he hath alwaies from the beginning of the 
VVorld, teſtified unto his own Holineſs 
and ————— whereof they are the 
- eſhons. Thoſe firſt re- 
them arc in the Propheſie of E- 
_ : Jode 144, 15, And they have. been 
fince continued in all Ages. But whereas 
the Wiſdom of God ating in Righteouf- 
neſs, hah been accompatued with- Pati 
ence and Forbearance, in the Accompliſh- 
ment of theſe Threatnings, there have 
been, and yet are Mockers and —_— at 
theſe Divine re as though they 
no 


were a meer Noiſe, yy ry {4 


nification. So the Apoſtle declares 
Thoughts of the Minds of Men prophane 


and ungodly, 2 Pet. 3. 3, 4 Wherefore 
there is aCondecency unto the Divine Ex- 
cellencies, that God in his own Way and 
Time ſhould vindicate his - Faithfulneſs in 


all his — 
3, God y manifeſts himſelf to be 


s God hearing Prayers, regar 

Cries of his poor and diſtreſſed VV 
inthe VVorld. When the VVorld abounds 
in provoking Sins, eſpecially 'in Blood and 
Perſecution there is a conjurit Cric unto 
God, of thoſe that have \ſffered, and 
Moſe that do ſuffer, in Heaven and Earth, 


for-Vengeance on obſtinate impenitent 


Sinners 
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Sinners. See Lake 18. 5, 8. with Rev. 6. 
10. The Yoices of all thoſe, 1 ſay, who 
hove ſuffered unto Death in foregoing 


Rule 


CT Eads cnc Os | 
Kin®tion as to Sin, between the Earth and 
Adel. I mencan at any time free them 
Selves from the Texrour and Tefiraining 
Gower of this Confideration, that Fenge- 
ance is alwaves approaching vowerds 1wpers- 
cen Sinners, there is nothing {> vile, ſd 
prophanc, fo flagitious, as that ha 
W 
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woald not wholly give up themſelves unto 
it Eccleſ. 8. 11. Becauſe Judgment # wt 

ly exerted againit an cl Work, the 
Hearts of the Sons of Men # wholly fee 4n 
them to do evil. And God knows, that if 
impunity in this World ſhould alwaies 
accompany provoking Sinners, the T 
tation would be too ſtrong and po 
for the Faith of weak Believers, which 
he will therefore relieve by frequent in- 
ſtances of his Severity. 


In a ſucceſſive continuation of 
Judgments on impenirent finners, is 
an incontrouleble Evidence given of the cer- 
tainty of that final Judomenty which all-Men- 


kind ſhall be called unto. So the Apoſtle 
es it, and intimates that it 4s a'fooliſh 
thing, the effe&t of -obftinacy in Sin, #- men 
do not learn the certain Determination 
nd Approach of the 'Eternel Jedgment, 
from the Drowning of the Old World, te 
Conflagration of Sodom, with the like In- 
Rances of Divine Severity, 2 Petr. 2. 3. 


My preſent Enquiry hereon, is, whatis 
our own Concernment in theſe things, whet 
«re we for our own Good to tearn by "the 
Bleſſed Inſtruttion given us by our Low Je- 
$o3"Qhriit, in his Interpretation of the 

Providenial 
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Providential Occurrences mentioned in the 
Text. 
And this 1 ſhall manifeſt by an imparti- 
al Enquiry into the things enſuing. 


1. When doth a Church, a Nation, a People, 
or Cry fo abound in Sin, as to be immediately 
O& direitly concerned in bu Drvine Warning, 
and what in particular u the caſe of the Na- 
tron wherein we live, and our own therein ? 


2. Of what ſort are thoſe deſolating 
Tadg ments whith in one way & ſence or ano- 


ther are —_ with reſpet# xnmo ſuch 4 
Church or Nation, and conſequently unto our 
ſelves at this ſeajon ! 


3. What warnings, Calls and Indications 
of Divine Diſpleaſures, and the Approach 
of calamitons efſes doth God uſually 
gran, and what he bath given, and # gnv- 
ang unto m at preſent ? 


4. What u the Equity, and wherein it doth 
of thy Divine Conſtitution here at- 
our Bleſſed Saviour, that in ſuch 4 

ance and Reformation, and no- 


thing elſe ſhall ſave and Deliver 4 Church, 
a People, a Nation from Raine, 
$. Wherea 


(33 ) ; 
i 5. Whereas this Rule ts ſo holy , juſt avid 
equal, whence is it that all ſorts of Men 
are ſo unwilling to comply with it, even in 
the utmoſt Extremity, when all ther Hopes 
do fail and periſh ; and whence #s it ſo a+ 
mongſt onr ſelves at thu Day ? 


6. What is required unto that Reformati- 
en, which may ſave any Nation, this where- 
i# we lives deſolaring Calamwies, when 
they are deſerved ? 


9- From what Canſes at preſent ſuch « Re- 
for matron - 4. expetted , and by what 
means it may be begin and accompliſhed, ſo 4s 
to prevent our ter Knine. 


8. What « the Duty, what ought to be 
the frame of Mind in true Believers, what 
their Walk and Work in ſuch a ſeaſon ; 
that in caſe all Means of Delivery do fail 
they may be found of Chriſt in Peace at ns 
Coming ;, for it s but yet @ little while, and 
be that ſhall come, will come, arid will not 


terry. 


Theſe things are neceſſary to be inqui- 
red into, that we may help to beat out the 
Paths of Truth and Peace, the only ways 

unto our Deliverance. The Na- 
D tion 
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Some ſhall __— ſhall do 


their VViſdom 


thoſe who 


Chriſt delivered the Rule of rhe woen(ſi 
c and Reformation, write an (cape 


on is the foundation of the truth of the 
whole Aﬀertion ; for in other Caſes it 
may not always hold. Our firſt enquiry 


Deliver ance smpoſſuble withow Kepentance 
and Reformation ? And it doth i ; | 


K. brnbent# pond Sin abound in it. 

not judge that every particular Sin, or 

kind of Gaing that may be named, or 

1 andatrnan "3 wes, hcreunto 3 
2 


nor 
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ilt of ſuch a Charch 
—_— 


or Nation. fry Guilt 
any ſuch Sin 
Indiilmem 
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n that is common! 
If 
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is is that which of all thi 
abhorred in the People of old, 


hich all the Prophets teſtifyed againſt in 


There are four Sins, or four ſorts of Sins, 
or ways in finning, which unleſs God pre- 
vent, will be the ruine of this Nation. 


1. The firſt is Atheiſm, an abomination 
that theſe parts of the World were. unc- 
p quainted 


| 


43 


it will not avail any man to 

God is, unleſs withal he believe 
the Rewarder of them that dihi 
him. Yet of this fort itis ro 
that there, are many amongft us, 1 
that make Advanmas er of Relig 
live and as if it 
ble. But I ſpeak that which is 
Pratt; cal Athes ſm, when men [live and at 
as if they were influenced by prevalent 
thoughts, thet rhere @ no. God : 'ſoch the 
Nation i5 repleniſhed withal, and n excrts 
i ſelf eſpecially two ways. | 


1. In Curſed Oath: and blaſphemous Ex4 
ecrations, whereby the higheſt contempt 
is caſt on the Divine Name nnd - Being, 
The moſt excellent T huanw, giving af: ca 
count of the Pariſian Maſſacre, with theo 
horrible Deſolations that enſued thereon, 
aſcribes it in the firſt place unto the voer 
of God, revenging the borr:d Onths and man- 
ſtroma Blaſphernes, which from the Court, 
bad fpread themſelves over A the Warten. 
Hiſtor, Lib. 53: Nori itotherwiſtuinoogy 

us 
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w at preſent, though not Generally + 
mongf all, yer amongſt many, and tioſe 
unpuniſhed. 


2: Boldnef, Comppdence, and ſecarity in 

ne. Many are neither aſhamed nor 

id to a&, avow, yea, and boaſt of the 
vilet of Sins, The awe that men have of 
the Knowledge, Conſcience and Judgment 
of others, concerning their evil and filthy 
ations, is one mcans whereby God rules in 
the VVorld for the reftraint of Sin. V Vhen 
the yoke hereof, is utterly caſt away, and 
men procaim their Sins like Sodom, it is 
the height of Praftical Atheiſm. Nor | 
think did it ever more abound in any age, 
than in that wherein we live. 


2. The loff of the Power of that Religion 
whoſe outward Form we do retain. VVe are 
all Proteff.oxts, and will abide to be of the 
Proteſtant Religion ; but wherein ? in the 
qonſeſſun and all the Outward Forms of 
the Rule and Worſhip of the Church.” But 
are men changed, renewed, converted to 
God by the Dottrine of this Religien? are 
they made Humble, » Zealous, frait- 
TID Marw by £7 have they experi- 
ence of the power of it in their own 56 
in its transforming of them into the _ 

D 4 0 


(40) | 
of God ? Without theſe things it is of 
veſh little avail what Religion men profeſs. 
This is that which is of evil Abode to the 
Profeſlors of the Proteſtant Religion at this 
day thr the World. -- The Glory, 
Power, theEfficacy of it, are, if not loſt 
and dead, yet greatly decayed ; and. an 
outward Carcaſe of it, in Articles of Faith 
and Forms of worſhip, doth only abide, 
Hence have the Reformed Churches moſt 
of them « name to live, but are dead ; living 
only ona traditional Knowledg, Principles 
of Lies, Advantages and Intereſt, in 
all which the Roman Religion doth every 
way exceed them, and will carry the Video» 
ry, wtenthe Conteſt is reduced unto ſuch 
Principles only. And unleſs God beplcar 
ſed by ſome renewed Eff uſion of bis Bleſſed 
Spirit from above, to revive, and re-intro- 
duce a Spirit of Life, Holineſs, Zeal, readi- 
neſs for the Croſs, Conformity unto Chriſt, 
and Contempt ofthe World, in & among the 
Churches which profeſs the Proteſtant Rex 
ligion, he will cre long take away the beds 
of bus protetting Providence, which now for 
fome Ages he hath kept about them, and 
leave them for a ſpoil unto their Enemies, 
So he threatneth- to do in the like caſe, 
Wai: 5. 5, 6: ſuch is the State deſcribed, 
. Tim. 3. I, 23 3341 Fo 

3. Open 


(4) 
3. Cont and Reproach of the 
| cel Cad bus Divine Operations, vis 
Sin of the ſame dreadfull Abode. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt tells us, that he 
who ſpeaks againſt the Holy Gboſt, is ſhalt 
nat be fangiven him, neither in this World, 
neither in the World to come, Mat. 12. 32. 
That is, thoſe who perſiſt in oppoling or 
reproaching the holy Ghoſt, and his dif- 
penſation and ions under - the New 
Teſtament, not eſcape vengeance and 
| even in this World ;, for io it 
fell that Generation unto whom he 
ſpake.. For continuing to do deſpight un- 
tothe Spirit of Grace, wrath at length 
came upon them even in this World unto 
the utmoſt, which is the ſenſe of the 

Now ſcarcely where the Name of it 
was known, did this Iniquity more abound, 
than it doth at this day amongſt us, For 

net only is the Divine Perſon of the 
_ ſome denied, and the ſubſtance 


the precc and writzyg of many is 
to oppale 6 peculiar Operations but 
they are all made a*Scoff, a Deriſion, and 
a Reproach y and on all Occaſions &- 
very day. ally as he is a Spirit of 

ener ation Suppheation, he is the ob- 
jet of Multiplyed ſober Blaſphemics. 
{This loiquity will 


be revenged. 


4. The 


KF 


like a Delone, 

others have ſuch a Predomin 
as to threaten periſhing w 
tance. 


Secondly, It is required, that all forts 
and degrees of Perſons, are concerned in the 
G mile of ſome of theſe provoking Sins. For 
Deftrudtion is threatned unto all ; 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh, all, not univerſally, 
pro fon alu generum, but generally, pro gene- 


Therefore all be 
ſome way guilty of them. And this they 
may be three 

r. Perſonally in their own Hearts, Lives 
and Praftices, which includes a great mul- 

2. By - e's how enting theſe 
Sins in others, fo cher tuty pots, 
ode tee Gags 
number of Af Magiftrater, of nfs, of 
Parents, of e150 Families ' ate: com- 
prized herein, is evident unto all, pee 
ally Miniſters, ſec Mal. 2. 71 8 Fev. 23 
T4 15- 


3- By not mourning for what they car 
not 


ions ; when the Sword ſlays ſuddenly, 
and deftroys the righteous with the wicked ; 
vne way or other, in one degree or ano- 
ther, we have all of us an exceſs unto the 
Guilt of- thoſe things whereby ſuch - 
ments are procured, Who can fay he is 
innocent ? who can complain of his ſhare 
and interet in the Calamities that are 
coming upon us ? who can plead that he 
ought ro be exempred ? e will be 
at laſt an eternal Diſcrimination of per- 
fors ; but as unto Temporal Jadgments, 
we muſt own the Righteouſneſs of God, if 
* we alſo fall under them. 

And, 2. It isfo, for the humbling of our 
Souls under aſenſe 'of Sin, which would 
rarely wear + of ns, than oo 
en the. Aſhes troes for Exemptiqn 
the Day of ck IR 

Some may ſuppoſe « that by reaſon of 
their Perſonal Freedom from thoſe JE 
provoking Sins" which: abound in Na- 
Cu tion, 


Miſtake will ſerve only to increaſe ther 
S izal and Sorrow. 
yet farther, even the Prattice of pro» 


for were it ſo, our Caſe were irreparable, 
like that of Sedow, when there were not 
ten righteous perſons to be found in its 
that is, ſuch as were free from the Guilt of 
thoſe Sins, whoſe Cry came up to Heaven 
for then there would be no room for Re» 
or Reformation. But whereas 
there are ſeveral ſorts 1nd degrees of per- 
ſons, ſome high and ſome low, fome 
lers, and ſome Ruled, ſome Rich, and 
ſome Poor, _ is no Order, _ or 
Degree, m urTt, City, Country, urch, 
or Commonwealth, that are free from 
provoking Sins : Individzals of all forts 
may be fo, but no entire ſort is o z and 
this farther entitles a Nation unto the con- 


Thirdly, is. fo; when —— 


(45) 
fall of ſuch Sins as art its 0%, at are 
= Loren dy ef way Ag 
ſuch as are peculiar unto them, If either of 
theſe were free from their ſeveral Prove- 
cations, there might be yet room for Pa- 


tience and Mercy: And theſe are di- 
tin 


The Sins of the World are, the Lufis 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the eyer, and 
Pride of Life. Senſuality, Luxury,  Un- 
preſſion d the Mes, th — In 

» and » Wi ity, 
theſe things the Nation is fertil towards 
its own Ruine. 

The Sins peculiar nnto Churches and Pro- 
feſſors, are intimated by our Bleſſed Sa- 
our, in his Charge on Aſian Churches 
Rev. 2, 3. Decay: in Grace, Loſs of Faith 
and Love. Barreneſs in. good Works, 
Deadneſs, Formality, Coldnefs .in profeſ- 
fion, Self-Plealſing, Pride, Hypocrifie, 
Want of Zeal for God, and Delight in 
him, Diviſions themſelves, and 
Conformity unto the V Vorld. © And ſome 
of theſe things at preſent are ſo prevalent 
among us, that they can never be ſufficient- 
ly bewailed. , 

It is no ſmall Evidence that the Day 
of the Lord is nigh at hand, becauſe the 
Firgins arc all lombring. And it is not 

unlikely 


(46) ws 
wil 

Fanſs If God Ml Fleth hath corr 

its ways ; and therefore the End of all, 

as to its preſent Condition, is at hand. 


Foethly, It is fo, when the Sins of © 
People are ied with the highe## 
that they are capable of w this 

wid; and thoſe ariſe from hence, when 
they are committed again{t. Warmngs, 
Alercies and Patience, Theſe comprize 


CEE TI Rom. 2. 4» $- 
hat can fave a People by whom the on- 
ly Remedies of their Relief arc deſpi- 
ſed ? What Warnings and Previous 
ments we have had in this Nation, 
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» hath mourned, who . hath trembled, 
rho hath ſought for an Entrance into the 
on x rovidence in the Day of In- 
ig By ſome theſe Warnings have 
been deſpiſed and ſeoffed at, by ſome pur 
off unto _—_— — — —— 
their own, ed, or turn» 
odiate animes of commer Laltoorth with- 
out laying them to heart. | 
And as for AMerties, the whole Earth 
hath been turned into a Srage for the con- 
ſumption of them on the of Men. 
The Nation hath been foak'd with Show- 
ers of Mercies, to have made K 
very fruitful unto ; but through avs- 
ciows malignant Humor in the hearts of 


= 
41 "3 1 


Men, there have been truly brought forth 


nothing but Pride, Vanity, Gallantry, 
Luxury, and- Security in City and Coun- 
try every where. e Peftilent deceitful 
Art of Sin bath turned the Means of our 
Converſion unto God into inſtruments of 
Rebellion againſt God. How will England 
anſwer for abuſed Mercies in the Day of 
Viſitation ? And in all theſe things hath 
the Patience alſo of God been abuſed, 
which hath 'been extended unto us, be» 
yond all thoughts and Expettations. And 
yet Men of all ſorts pleaſe themſelves, as 
if that they were over this or that diffi- 


3 


(48 ) 
culty, all would be well again without any 
Return unto God. 


Fifthly, Theſe things render impendent 
Judgments inevitable genes Repentance 
and Reformation, when are —_— 
in a Land of Ligke and Such 
IT md wheat _ 
pry, Sr therein, it isa part 

niſhment of the Nation. _ FA 

might well be eftemed's Land of Upright 
a 

ch; 4 =p hath it ben reve 


poſed , maligned 
in _ Froies of it, is got 


declared. 


unto the firſt Sappoſition in our Propoliti- 
on Cc the Sins of a Church, Na- 


tion or 

deſolating Judgments, when 
mn ck. ot 
unleſs ent R 
——— Congo By litle 
of what is our Concerament herein. 


2. Our Second Enqui is, Of whe 
fort theſe Tudgments are, which in 4 time 


the ſake of ſome to be bewailed, than Z 


And thus much may ſuffice to be ſpoken * 
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eat provecation, are to be looked on « 
Eur and ready to ſeize on w. Ard 
they are of three ſorts. 


1. Such as are Abſolmre, Decretory, and 
Umver ſal. 

There is mention in the Scripture of 
Judgments Threatned, which God hath as * 
it were med him of, and changed the 
Attings of his Providence, that they ſhould 
not be inflicted. Sec Amos 7, :t, 6. And 
there are Judgments threatned, which 
have been diverted by the Repentance of 
Men; as it was in the Caſe of Nineveh. 
But in this caſe, neither will God repent, 
nor ſhall man repent , but thoſe judg- 
ments ſhall be univerſal and unavoidable : 
And of this fort we have three Inſtances 
recorded in Scripture, two are paſt, and 
one is yet for to come. 


1, The firſt is that of the Old World: 

It is faid, that upon their Provocations, 
God repented him that he had made fan, on 
the Earth ; that is, he would decal with 
him as if he had done ſo, which muſt be 
by an univerſal Deſtrudtion. He would 
not repent of the Evil he had determined 3; 
but politively declared, that the End of al 
Fleſh was come before him. Nor did Man 
E Y epert , 


C50 ): 

repent; for as oor Saviour teſtifies, 

Continued in their Security until rhe Day 
that Noah entred into the Ark, Matth. 24. 
Yet it may be obſerved, that after things 
were come to that paſs, that there was no 
poſſibility of turning away the Judgment 
threatned, yet God cexcercifed Forbearance 
towards them, and gave them the out- 
ward Means of Repentance and Reforma- 
tion, 2 Pet. 3. 20. They had amongſt 
them the Afiniſtry of Noah, 4 Preacher 


of Righteonſneff, and that continued for a 
long ſeaſon in the Patience of God. | 

[ And Ict none pleaſe themſelves, that 
they have the outward means of the Mir 
mitry continued unto them ; for not with-® 
Rand 


ing that fruit of Gods Patience, their! 
Deftruttion may be inevitable, For asf 
God may grant unto them to fatishe) 


his own Goodneſs, and Glorific his Pati- 
ence, ſo unto them, .it may be no other 
End, but the hardning of them-in their 
Sin, and the Aggravation of their Sins, 
Iſa. 6. 9. 10,11, 12. Andthis Example 
of the Old World, is frequently propoſed, 
and that to Chriſtians, to Profcfors, to 
Churches, to deliver them from Security 
in atime of approaching Judgments. ] 
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2, | The ſecond Inſtance hereof was in 
the Tadaical  Chureh-State 3 ther Peoples 
Nation, Temple, Worſhip, and all- that 
was valuable among them. This Judgment 
alſo in its approach, was ſuch, as with re» 
ſpelt whereunto, God would not repenty and 
Mam conld not repent, although a day, a 
time and ſpace of Repentance was granted 
unto them. So it is declared by our Lord 
Jeſus; Chriſt, | Luke 19% 41- 42, 433 449 
They had a Day, it was theirs ina _pecu» 
iar manner, a day of Patience and -of the 
ans of Converſion, in the Miniſtry of 
hriſt and his Apoſtles. Yer ſaith he, 
be things of thy Pedct ave now hid from thee, 
o as that they muſt irrecoverably and e-» 
+ Fernally periſh. So is their State deſcribed 
Py the Apoſtle ; 1--Theſ. 2. 14-' 153 
FIG. 
But it may be ſaid, if their Deſtruction 
vas ſo abſolutely determined, that it was amy 
oſſible it ſhould be cither longer. fuſ] 
led or diverted. Unto: what end. did God 
prant them 4 Day, ſuch 4 day of Grace and 
WW atience which they could not make uſe of ? 
"WI anſwer he did it for the Manifeſtation of 
Whe Glory of his Grace, Righteouſneſs 
ad Severity 5 and that theſe two ways- 


E z :. Tn 


During the continuance of that day of 
Grace, and Patience among them , for a- 
bout the ſpace of fourty year, all the Ele& 
of that Generation were converted to God, 
and delivered from the Curſe that came 
upon the Church and Nation. For although 
| will not ſay, but fome of them mi 

ſuffer, yea fall in the outward publick Ca- 
lamitics of that ſeaſon, yet they were all 


delivered from theWrath of Godin them,and © 


ſaved eternally. 

Hereof the Apoſtle gives an account, 
Rom. 11. 5, 647, $,9, 10. It is therefore 
ina time of great Provocations, no certain 
Evidence , that inevitable publick Judg- 
ments are not approaching, becauſe t 
Word, and other means of Grace, are cf- 
feftual to the Converſion of ſome amongit 
us; for God may hereby be gathering of hi 
own unto himſelf, that way may be made 
for the pouring out of his Indignation on 
them that are hardned, 


2. He did it that he might be an Aggre 
vation of thery Sin, and a ſpace to fill up 
the meaſure of their Iniquity ; to the Glo- 
ry of his ſeverity in their Deſtrudtion 3; 


tow ar i 
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toward: them that fell, Severity. They had 
time to contratt all the guilt mentioned by 
the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. 2. 14, 15, 16. and 
were brought into the State and Condition 
deſcribed by the ſame Apoſtle ; Heb. 10. 
26, 27, a8, 29, 30. ſce Iſaiah. 6, 10, 11, 
12. 

Of this Judgment and Deſtruttion, that 
of the Old World was a Precedent and To- 
ken ; which was deſpiſed by thoſe obdurate 
Sinners, 2 Pet, 3- Jy 6, 7- 


3, The third Inſtance of a 
Judgment of this nature which is yet to 
come, isin the Deſtruttion of Amichriſft, 
and the Idolatrous Kingdom of the great 
Adultreſs, and the perſecuti Beaſt. 
With reſpe&t hereunto alſo, God will noe 
repent, nor ſhall men doſo; ſo that it is in- 
evitable. So is it declared, Rev, 18. 5. 
This God hath determined, and it ſhall 
be accompliſhed in its appointed Seaſon ; 
for ftrong s the Lord God who Tudgeth them, 
and none ſhall deliver them out of his 
Hand; becauſe of the improbability of it 
becauſe of the great Power of Babylon, in 
its ſelf, and in its Allyes, the Kings and 
Merchants of the Earth, The Ommnipoten- 
cy of God is engaged to ſecure the Church 
of its Deſtruttion; firong is the Lord God 

E 9 
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who judgeth her. She alfo hath her day, 
whercin ſhe will nor, wherein ſhe ſhall nw 
repent. When God begins to execute his 
Plagucs againſt her, none that belong unto 
her will repent of any of their Abormnas 
tions, Rev.g. 20.21. ' and Chap.” 15. 9, 
11. Yetis there a day of Patience continu- 
ed untothis Idolatrous perfecuting Church, 
partly that they may fill up the meaſare of 
their Tniquitiet;,, and partly that God may 
by the Word and means of Grace, gather 
out all his People from amongſt them ac- 
cording unto his Calls ; Rev. S. 14: And 
our ſlownefs 'in coming forth from them, 
is probably one means of prolonging the 
day of her deſolation. And now the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt ſeems to ſay unto his People, w 

the "Angel faid unto Lor, when he led him 
out of Sodom; Make haſt to eſcape; for ! 


Canmer do any thing writ you are eſcaped, | 


Gen. 19. 22. And Thope the time is ap- 
proaching, wherein he will dcal with ths 
People as the Angel dcalt with Zo, v.16. 
They arc apt to linger, and know not how 


— CCI—— 


to leave the outward Accommedation- of 


the Babyleniſh Srate, nor clear theroſelves 
of innemerable Prejndices received ' there» 
in, But he being mererfud wnro them, will 
at length lay hold on them by the Word 
of his Power, and take them out of the 


City 
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City, in a compleat Relinquiſhment of that 
curſcd State. 

Now unto this ſort of Judgments, there 
are two things concurring, 


*1, That there is a Determinate Decree 
concerning them. 


That there is a 4 Tudicial Obduration 
upon the People, whom they are determi- 
ned againſt, accompanying them ; that no 
Cails to Repentance or Reformation ſhall be 
complyed withal, ſoas to divert them. 1 
am ſatified upon ſuch Evidence as I ſhall 
give afterwards, that this is not the Con- 
dition of England ; howbeit, we have 
caiiſe enough to tremble at the ſcvereſt- of 
Divine Judgments, 


Secondly, The ſecond fort of Judgments 
are , ſuch as are deſervedly threatned, and 
determined, yet fo as that no Judicial hard 
nef doth” abſolutely go a lobg with them, 
to make utterly void the proceeding Day of 
Grace and Paticnce, and all Reformation 
impoſhble. 

They cannot, they ſhall not be utterly 
remov'd . by 'a total deliverance from them, 
but yet they may have many Alleviations, 
and Mitigations z and be ſandtified 

E 4 unto 
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unto them whom they do befall ; a full In- 
ſtance hereof we have in the Babyloniſb 
Captivity, as an Account is given us of it, 
2 Kings 2. 25, 26, 27. Likg unto bum 
was there no King before him, that turned to 
the Lord with all bu Heart, and with alt bus 
Soul, and with all bus might, according to at 
the Law of Moſes never after him aroſe 
there any like him. Notwuhſtanding, the 
Lord turned not from the fierceneſ of his 
wrath wherewith his Anger was hind. ed a- 
Lamſt Judah, becanſe of all their Provoc ati: 
ons that Manaſſch bad provoked him withal, 
And the Lord ſaid, I'will remove Judah a+ 
fo out of my ſight, «s I bave removed \ſra- 
el, and will caſt off this City Hieruſalem 
Which I have choſen, and the Houſe of which 
T ſaid, My Name ſball bethere. 


God hath decreed and determined to caft 
off Jadah and Jeruſalem for their Sin, to 
bring a waſting ſolation upon them, 
When this Judgment wes approaching, 7o- 
ſeah endeavours a through Reformation of 
all things in the Land, Religious, Civil, 
and Moral, Yet would not God revoke 
his Sentence of a great Calamity on the 
whole Nation. The ſecret Reaſon here- 
of was, that the Body of the people was 
Hypecritical in that Reformation, and 


quickly 
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quickly returned unto their former Abs- 
minations, ver, 3- 10, Tadab hath not turn- 
ed to me with her whole heart, but feign- 
edly ſaith the Lord, See Chap. 4.18. How- 
beit this Reformation of Joſiah was ac- 
cepted with God, and had its influence in- 
to the Mitigation or Sandtificatiou of - the 
enſuing Deſolation. 


And this fort of Judgment is very dif- 
ferent from that before inſiſted on: For, 


1, It is but Partial ;, there is a Rem- 
nant alwaies left among a People, that 
ſhall eſcape it. So was there in thoſe 
days; there was an Eſcape of it, a Rem- 
nant, whom God delivered and preferved ; 
which were as a Bleſling in the Cluſter, on 
the Account whereof, the whole was not 
utterly deſtroyed, This the Scripture ve- 
ry much inbits on, 1ſas 65. 6, 7- Zech 3. 
Il, 12. Amos 9.5,9. 


As it is not Total, ſo it is not Final ; 
even in the ſeverity of his Wrath God des 
ſigned the Recovery of that People again 
in the appointed Seaſon z; giving Promuſes 
thereof unto them that fearcd him-: And 
ſo it came to paſs in the return of their 
Captivity, See the Hiftory hereof Jer. 31. 
32. 
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22. /God may have, for our Sins, deter- 
mined a deſolating Calamity on this Nati- 
on; yetif there be not a Judiciary bard- 
neþ upon us, it may only be partial and 
receverable, not as it was with /ſracl 
1 Kings 14. 10. Scc Zer. 4. 27. Chap.'y, 18. 
Chap. 30. 31, 32. 

3. It was ſanttified and bleſſed unto them 
who were upright and fincere, and who 
endeavoured the removal of it by Refor- 
matzon, though they ſuffered in the out- 
ward Calamity. The Good Figs, or thoſe 
Typed by them, were carried into Capti- 
vity. ;. but the dealing of God with them 
therein, was in Mercy, Jer. 24. F. 6, 7. 
# will faith God: ) ſet mine Eyes upon 
them for Good 5 I will build them up, and 
not pull them down 5 and 1 will ove then ant 
heart to know ame, that 1 am the Lord, and 
they ſhall be my People, and 1 will be their 
God. Whatcver was their outward. Con- 
dition, thoſe internal, Spiritual Mercies 
and Priviledges made it ſweet and uſeful 
unto: them ; | The: third” part was bromng be 
through the Fires Zech 13. 8. 9. 


4. God makes this ſort of Judgment a 
Means fully to reclaim and reform them, 


as many of thoſe who in gencral ſufter =- 
cr 
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der them. They are Gods Furnace, | but 
not to burn; they purific and cleanſe as 
Silver is tricd, and not burn up as Stabble 
is conſumed : So was that Church by 
their Captivity, purged from 'their Idols 
for ever. And many other Differences of 
the like Nature might be aſſigned. 


And in the Conſideration of this fort of 
Judgments lies our Concernment. Who 
knows E.t that God, for our horrible 
Nep!-fr ani Cortempe of the  Gofpel, with 
al! nc cw ſed Immoralities and Abominatt- 
ons which" have cnſued thereon, and the 
cold dead frame. of Profeſſors vnder vas 
tions Mcans of © Inſtruction, ' hath deter> 
mined to bring a Waſtins Calamity on this 
Nation, and that he, will not turn away 
from the- fierceneſs of .his wrarh, bur jt 
ſhall overtale us? If thei Ver Fndicidl 
Hirdnef vpon the Lande, ſo as that there 
is 10 Kepentance, no Reformation endcavour- 
ed in this Day of Patience and Forbear. 
ance which we - yet enjoy, otit *Deſolation 
will be total ,* unfandtifhed, frrevocable ; 
and through another People may be raiſed 
up to profeſs the Goſpel in the Land, yet 
ſhall we be unconcerned in the Mercy,- So 
hath it been before in this Nation, and in 
all the Chriſtian Nations of Exrope, Wo 
unto 
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unto us, if we thus betray the Land of 
our Nativity ; if we thus give it up to be 
an Hiſſing and Aſoniſhment. Hearken 
not unto vain words ; this or that way we 
ſhall be delivercd ; it is the Day of our 
Trial, and who knows what will be the E- 
vening thereof ? But on the other hand, 
although a publick Calamity ſhould be de- 
termined irrevocably againſt us, if we uſe 
the Day of Forbearance unto the Ends of 
it, in tance and Returning unto 
God, we (hall at length have all the Ad- 

beforementioned : it will be bur 
partial, it will be but for a time, it will be 
ſartified, it will purifie the Church, and 
reſtore it unto a more Glorious State than 
ever before. 


3. There are Judgments which arc de- 
ſerved, and threatned, but not decreed and 
determined, which may be abſolutely di- 
verted and eſcaped. This fort of Judg- 
ments is frequently mentioned in the Scri- 
pture, and ſoalſo are frequent Deliveran- 
ces from them, by the Ways and Means 
of Gods appointment. 


And . concerning them, we may ob- 
ſerve, 


1, That 


( 61) 

t. That this Threatnings of approaching 
Judgments, which yet may be averted, 1s 
a Declaration of the ordinary Kule of Di- 
vine Juſtice, according wherennto, a Na- 
tion, or People, without an interpoſition of So« 
vereign Mercy, ought to be deſtroyed. 


God doth not threaten, he doth not 
give Warnings, Signs or Indications of -ap- 
proaching Judgments, but when they are 
deſerved, and may righteouſly be execu- 
ted; nor is there any known Rule of the 
Word, to give an Aﬀurance of the con- 
trary, All that can be faid, is, Who 
knows but that the Lord may repent and turn 
from the fiercenef of bis Wrath? 


2. The threatuings of them is an Ordinance 
of Godygto call us unto the Uſe of ſuch Means 
«s whereby they may be prevented. 


He foretells our Deſtruction, that we 
may not be deſtroyed ; as it was in the 
Caſe of Nineveh. and this is the only 
—_ whereby we find out and diſcern 
the Nature of threatned impendent Tud 
ments. If the Conſideration of them, be 
an Ordinance of God, ſtirring us up to 
the diligent Uſe of the Means w 
they may be prevented, the Deſign of- God 
is 
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is, to give in Deliverance in the Ine. if 
it doth not, they are inevitable. God 
holds the Ballance yet in his hand, and 
we know not which way we incline. The 
beſt prognoſtication we can take, is from 
the frame of our own hearts,, under the 
'Threatnings of them, 


Here lies the Trial of this poor Land 
and Nation at this Day ; Judgment is de- 
ſerved, Judgment is tbreatned, Judgment 
15 approaching, the Clonds are the Duſt of 
hu feet, If all ſorts of Men turn not to 
Ged by Repentance, if- we are not humbled 
for our contempt of the Goſpel, and out- 
rage againſt it, if we leave not our pro- 
voking Sins, Evil will overtake us ; and 
we ſhall not eſcape. . And yet on the other 
. hand, by a due Application unto him who 

holds the Ballance in his hand, Mercy may 
Glory againſt Juſtice, and we may have 
Deliverance. 


Thoſe great Men who ſuppoſe all things 
pervious unto their Wiſdom, and Conque- 
rable by their Induſtry, who have a thow 
land flattering Contrivances, for the ſalc- 
- ha a Nation, cannot more deſpiſe theſe 

ings, than I do all their Counccls with- 
out them, And when they {hall be 0 
ofs, 
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loſs, and ſhall find one Diſappointment 
following on the Neck of another, thoſe 
who attend .unto the Advice-of God mn 
this Caſe, ſhall find reſt and Peace in their 
own Souls. And as for them who ſcdf at 
theſe things, and ſay, Where us the . Pro- 
miſe of us Coming ? (that is, in the way 
of Judgment) For fince the Fathers fell 
aſleep, allthings continue as they were from 
the Creation : there needs no regard unto 
God in theſe things; trouble us not with 
the Fooleries of your Repentance and . Ke- 
formation, God will laugh at heir Cala- 
mity, &c. Prov. 1. 26. to the End. 


This is the Second thing we were to 
inſiſt on for the Clearing and Confirmation 
of the General Propoſition before laid 
down. 


I. Our third Enquiry is, What Euider- 
ces we have at preſent, or what Warnings 
we have had of approaching Judgments ? 
For this alſo belongs unto the indiſpenſa- 
ble Neceſſity of Kepert ance and Keforma- 
non, upon the approaching of Tronbles. 
And they are the Ordinances of God unto 
that-end ; which, when they arc deſpiſed, 
dcſolating Judgments will enſue. | 
And 
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And we may unto this End, obſerve 
theſe things. 


1. Ordinarily God doth not bring waſt- 
me deſolating Judgments on any People, 


hb or Nation, but that he grves them 
Warmngs of their approach, 


I ſay, he doth not Ordinarilydo fo; for 
he may, if he pleaſe, ſurprize a wic- 
ed, provoking Generation of men with 
the moſt dreadfull Deſtruttions ; as he did 
Sodom and Gomorrah of old : And very 
many dayly are fo ſurprized, as unto their 
CO P =. & ; though really God 
had given them Signs of what was come 
ing upon them, but they regarded them 
not, and ſo periſhed asin a moment. But 
ordinarily before he executes great and 
ſevere Judgments, he gives ſuch /ndicati- 
ons, Signs and Warnng/ of their coming 
as that men ſhould be forced to take notice 
of them, unleſs they be abſolutely hard- 
ned and blinded. So he dealt with che Old 
World, in the Building of the Ark, and 
the Miniſtry of Noah : fo he dealt with 
the Church under the Old Teſtament, in 
and by the Miniſtry of the Pro ; See 
Amos 3. 6, 7, 8. And ſo he hath done with 
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all others, who have had any Know 

of him or of his ways. They that are wiſe 
may diſcern theſe things, Hoſea the laſt, 
Aat. 16. 1. Micah 6. 9. Dan. 12; 10. 
And in all Heathen Stories of the times 
that paſſed over them, we find Remarks 
of ſtrange Indications of approaching 
Deſolations. And he doth it for two 
Ends 


1. For the Satisfaftion of his own Good- 
neſs and Love to Mankind in the Exerciſc 
of Patience and Forbearance unto the ut- 
moſt, Hoſea 6. 4. as alſo for the Mani- 
feſtation of the Glory of his Juſtice, 
when he comes to execute the ſeverity of 
his Wrath. When men are ſurpriſed with 
publick Calamities, they ſhall not be able 
to fay, would none tell us of their ap- 
proach, would none give us warning of 
them ? had we been told of the terrour of 
the Lord in his Judgments, we would have 
turned from our Iniquities, that we might 
have eſcaped. In this caſe, it is nfual 
with God in the Scripture to call Heaven 
and Earth to Witneſs againſt Men, that he 
did warn them by various means of what 
would befall them in the End, This is 
our principal reaſon why this weak, but 
lincere Teſti for God is publiſhed, 
And this ſhall be an Aggravation of their 

F miſery 
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miſery in the day of their diſtreſs, when 
they ſhall ſerioutly reflet upon themſelves 
as unto their Folly,Guilt, and Obſtinacy, 
in deſpiling the Warnings which they had 
received z which is a great part of the 
puniſhment of the Damned in Hell, Exc>. 
39. 23z 24 


2, Goddoth it for the End under conſt 
deration 3; namely that they may be a 
means to call a poor guilty People unto that 
Repentance and Reformation, whereby 
impendent Judgments may be divert- 
ted 


Secondly, There arc five ways whereby 
God giveth Warning of the approach of de- 


folating Tudyments, VVhen a Land is full of 
vn, 


1, Hedoth it by a lefler previous Juds + 
ments and Severities : So was it in the In- 
ſtances in the Text. The deftruttion of 
ſome by the Sword, and the fall of a Tow- 
er, was a Warning to the whole Nation of 
the approach of a publick Calamity, un- 
Icſs they repented. As particular Inſtan- 
ces are given us hereof in the Scripture, 
ſo we have a general account of this Me- 
thod of Divine Providence, Amor 4+ Is 

- 23 33 
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2; 4; 35 4359» 6, 7, 859. Firſt God ſent the 
Judgment of the Graſhoppers, which eat 
up all the Graſs of the Land, and ſo occa« 
froned a Famine, This Judgment 
act improved unto Repentance, he call 
10 contend by Fire, which devoured the 
Great Deep, and did cat ip 4 party, or con- 
ſumed their Treaſure, devouring a part of 
their Subſtance. But when this alſo was 
heglefted, then came the Plamb-Line of 
a levelling Deſolation. 


2, He doth it by extraordinary and pre+ 
ternatar al Oper ations in the works of Na- 
ture : ſuch as arc Comets, or Blating-Starsy 
Fiery Meteors, dreadfull Phantſms or Ap- 
pear ances in the Airs Voices, ' Prediftions of 
uncertain Original, mighty Winds, Earth- 
quaker, floppins the Courſe of Rivers, and 
the like. An Account of theſe things, as 
they were to fortel and fore-fignify the 
fatal Deſtrution of Hiernſalemy is given 
os by our Saviour ; Lake 21. 25, 26, And 
the tory of the Event in Foſephas, is an 
admirable Expoſition of this Prophecy of 
our Bleſſed Saviour ; fee Rev. 6. 13, 14. 
The Frame of Nature , is as it were caſt 
into a trembling diſorder, upon the ap- 
proaches of God in his wrath and Fury, 
and puts it ſclf forth in cxtraordinary 

F 2 Tons 
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of its aſtoniſhment ; trembling for 

Inhabitants of the Earth, and call 
on them to repent, before the wrath © 
the terrible one do ſeize upon them, So 
in the Scripture, the Seas, and Rivers, 
Mountains, and Hills are repreſented as 
——_—_— trembling at the pre- 
ſence of + when he comes to execute 
his Judgments, fee Hab, 3. 6. 7, 8, 10 
He drove aſuntder the Nations, and the ever* 
laſting Mountains were ſcattered, the per- 
—_—_ hils did bow ; Was the Lord dilblea- 
ſed ag ainſt thy Rivers ! Was thine Anger a- 
Cainſl thy Rivers! Was thy wrath againſt 

the Sea ? The Monntains jaw tad t 


rrembled : the overflowing of the Water paſ- 
ſed by : the deep uttered his voice, and lift 
«p bis hands on hugh. 


The Mountains, Hills, Seas, Rivers, 
bowed, trembled, and /:fred up their hands, 
as crying for compaſſion, ſee Pal. 97. 2» 4, 
4+ $, 6. By theſe Signs and Tokens in 
Heaven and Earth God give Warn- 
ings of his coming to judge the Inhabitants 

the Earth, God doth not work theſe 

_ in Heaven above, and the 
beneath, that they ſhould be gazed 

at only, and madea matter of talk ; not 
that they ſhould be Subjets of ſome mens 
Curiolty 
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69 
Curioſity, and of the 
There is a voice in them all, 
God, and it will be to their hurt 
it is not heard and underſtood. 


23. He doth the ſame conſtantly by rhe 
Light of bis VVord. The of 
Gods ordinary Diſpenſations of Proviy 
dence is fully laid down in the Scripture. 
God hath magnified his VYord above ail bu 
Name : (o as that no V Vorks of Providence 
ſhall be unſuited to the Rule of the word, 
much leſs contrary to it, or inconliſtent 
with it. And if we were wiſe to make Ap- 
plication of it as gorſes Afairs . and 
Occaſions, we in moſt inſtances 
know in general what God is doing: Of 
old it was faid, Sarely the Lord God will 
do nothing, that is, in the way of Judg- 
ments, he reveals is Secret to bis Ser- 
vants the Prophets, Amos 3. 7. What they 
had by immediate Revelation, we may 
have in a meaſure by the Rule of the 
word, and the Declaration which God 
hath made therein, how he will deal with 
a ſinful provoking People. So having threat- 
ned various forts of Judgments, Pro- 
phets adds, Search you out of the Book, of rhe 
Lord, and read, no one of theſe PID 
Iſai. 34. 16, Vid grad cnn Di- 
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vine VVarnings maybe uſcſull unto us, we 
arc to conlider, 

1.. VVhatare the ftable Rules given in 
the Scripture concerning Sin, Repentance, 
Impenitence, and Judgments. Such Rules 
abound (in it : And no diſpenſations of 
Providence ſhall interfer with them ; God 
willno” give ſuch a Temptation unto Faith, 
that:any of his works ſhould be Contra- 
diftions unto his VVord. And if we will 
learn our preſent Condition from theſe 
Rales, it will be an Azr1dote againit Secu- 


"2 Conſider the Inſtances recorded there- 
in of Gods dealings with ſmfull provoking 
Naticns and Churches, T his God him- 
ſelf directed the People of old uato, when 
they boaſted of their Church-Priviledges, 
ſcading them to Shilob, which he had de- 

ed. And when we find a Record in 
the Book of God concerning his ſeverity 
towards any Nation 1v our Circumitances, 
iis our duty to belcive, that he will deal 
fo with us alſo, im his time, vunlcſs we re- 


pent. 

3. Always bear in Mind our Jufallibly 
Guidance as unto Gods final dealing with 
impenitegt Sinners, TI his - the whole 
Scripture conſtantly, equally, univerſally 
witnefics unto z that it ſhall be eternal De- 


{iruMion ; 
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firuftion : and this will preſerve us from 
diſtracting Surpriſals, when we find things 
fall out beyond our ExpedQtation in a way 
of Severity. 

4. Conlider thoſe Signs, Marks and To- 
kens of Approachi agents which 
are ſet up in the V Vorid ; which,whoſo doth 
wiſely conſider, ' he will not fail in his 
Pr ſtication of future Events. A 
"= abounding un Sin with Security, in fl 
Perſons, Nations, Citics and Churches, as 
God is pleaſed by the Goſpel to take near 
unto himfelf in a peculiar manner, is the 
moſt eminent. For thoſe Signs are Buoys 
fixed to ſhew when we ſball certainly make 
Shipwrack, if we approach unto them. 
VVhen theſe Rules are obſerved, when 
they are diligently attcuded unto, and com- 

lied withal, ſo as that we receive In- 

rudtion from them, I ſhall ſay with ſome 
confidence, that cvexy Bchever ſhall know 
what God is doing in-« way of Judgment, 
ſo far as is neceflary unto his Guidance in 
his own Duty, wherein he ſhall find accep» 
tance, and not provoke God in the neg- 
led of it. 


s. God hath appointed the Afeniſtry 
of the word unto the fame end. The prin- 
cipal End of the Miniſtery under the Goſe 
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pel, is the Diſpenſation of the word of 
Reconciliation. But neither is yet this 
work of giving Warnmg of approaching 
Fudgments, exempred from that Office and 
Duty 


, Chriſt himſelf, in his Miniſtry 
_ here on this Subjet. They are 
atchmen and Overſeers ; and their Duty 
herein is graphically expreſſed, Ezrh.34- 
2, 3» 44 5» 6,7, 8, 9. When God placeth 
—_ FF atchman for a People, one part 
of his Duty is to look diligently after the 
approach of Dangers and Evils ; ſuch 
mean, as come on the account of Sin, and 
thereon to awaken and ftir up the People 
to take care of themſelves, that they be 
not deſtroyed. The Shepard is not only 
to _ good Paſture for his Sheep, but 
to keep them from danger. The Watch- 
man hyarkned diligently, with much heed, 
and becryed a Lyon, Iſai. 21, 7, %, Having 
made a diſcovery of approaching danger, 
he cries out to the People to warn them 
of it. But if the Watchmen arc flothſul, 
and fleepy, if they are dumb s and 
cannot bark when Evil cometh, it | they 
are light and treacherous Perſons, blind 
Guides that have no viſion ; if they alſo arc 
under a ſpirit of lamber and ſecurity, fo 
as that the people are not warned by them 
of their danger; this is one of the moſt 


fevers 
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ſevere Tokens of wrath approaching. Itis 
a great warning, when God takes away 
the Means of warning ; when he ſays unto 
a People, 1 will warnyon no more, by giv- 
ing them ſuch watchmen as are neither 
fairhful, nor able to warn them , and by 
taking away thoſe that are. 


6. God gives warnings hereof, by brin 
ing a ns into fuch & Poſture, Condi. 
tion, and Circumſtances, as do in their 
own Nature tend unto Raine* Such are 
croſs Intereſts among themſelves, incura- 
ble Divitons, contrary and unſteddy 
Counſels, weakneſs in Spirit and Cous 
rage, mutual Diſtruſts, Efteminacy through 
Luxury, with one or other inſuparable 'ea- 
tanglement z which are the Ways and 
Means whereby Nations precipate them- 
ſelves into calamitous Condition. In ge- 
neral, as unto this previous warning of 
approaching Judgments, God threatens to 
fend among a People who are tending to- 
wards Rnine, a Aforh and an Hornet. The 
Moth he threatens Iſs. 51. 8. Hoſea 5. 12. 
Somewhat that ſhall ear xp and gdevour the 
Strength and Sivews of the Counſcls of 
Nation, as a Aforb devoureth a Garment; 
Whilſt it lies (IL, it ſeems, it may be, to 
be ſound and firm; hold it up tothe Ligbe, 

and 
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andit appears full of holes, and is caſily 


torn with the Finger. So is it with a Na- 
tion ; whatever outward Peace it feems 
to enjoy, When it is decaicd in the V Viſ- 
dom and ſtrength of its Counſels, it is 
ealily torn in pieces. And in like manner 
he ſends the Herner unto the ſame end, 
Exod. 23. 28, Deut. 7. 20, that is, that 
which ſhall vex, diſquiet and torment 
them, that they hall be ready every one 
to ftrike himſelf, or the next that he meet- 
eth withal ; as many of theſe Hornets arc 
at preſent among us. 


Theſe are ſome of the VVays whereby 
God warneth a People, Church or Natiou 
of approaching Judgmeuts, 


It concerneth us now to enquire how it 
is, how it hath been with us, with refc+ 
rence hereunto, And | ſay, 


It is not neceſſary that God ſhould uſe af 
theſe ways of Warning of a (uatul People, 
of x4 yang Defſolations,. if not pre- 
vented by Repentance : It is enough un- 
to the Ends of this Diſpenſation of Di- 
vine VViſdom and Goodneſs, if he make 
ulc of ſome of them, or of any one of them 
ig an cmincat manner, Wherefore if 7 

® 
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ofchem have been wanting among us, yer 
if we have had others of them, it is ſuſh- 
cient to render us excuſable, if were- 
pent not. But, 


2, The Truth is, we have, upon the 
matter, had them all, and they have abound- 
ed amonglt us 


VVe have had the Previous Tudg ments of 
Flague, Fire and War. 


Some may fay, they were deſolating 
Tuds ments themſelves z aud ſo indecd 
they were : But whereas Sin ſtill abound- 
cth, and no Reformation enſued . upan 
them, in any Places, among any ſort of 
Perſons, they were but Warnings of what 
is yet to come, if not prevented. And 
their Language is, Except you repent, yeu 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


We have had a Multiplication of Signs 
inthe Heaven above, and in the Earth be- 
neath ; ſuch as all Mankind have ever ec- 
ſtcemed Forerunners of publick Calami- 
tics z and the more they arc deſpiſed, the 
lowder is their Voice to the ſame purpoſe. 
God hath continued hitherto his Word a- 
mongſt us, whercin the ordinary ons 

iS 


(76) 

His Providence in theſe things is openly 
declared. And if thoſe unto whom the 
Declaration of the Word of God in the 
Diſpenſation of it is committed, have 
not faithfully warned the People of their 
Danger, their Blood may be found at 
their Loor. Herein at preſent lies our 
greateſt ſtreight ; The Efficacy of all other 
Calls of God unto Repentance, depends 
much on the Application of them unto 
the Souls and Conſciences of Men in the 
Preaching of the Word. But whilſt by ſome 
this Work is deſpiſed, at leaſt counted 
unnecefary ; by ſome it is negleed utter- 
ly, endechers by reaſon of their private 

pacities, whereby they are diſcnabled 
to ſpeak unto ens Cities, or the 
Community of the People, Think not 
themſelves concern'd therein, it is almoſt 
wholly laid aſide. For what will ſome 
ſay, doth this ſpeaking unto « few in a 
Retirement fignifie as unto a General 
Reformetion of the People of the Land ? 
But whereas we have all ſinned in one mea- 
ſure, Churches, and all forts of more 
tri Profeſſors of Religion, it is every 
ones Duty to be preſſing theſe Warnings 
of God within his own Bounds and Pre- 
cints. And if cach of us ſhould prevail 


but with ene, to return effectually to 
God, 
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God, it will be accepted with him, who 
in ſuch a ſeaſon, ſeeks for 4 man to ſtand 
in the gap, to turn away his wrath ; and 
will fave a City for the ſake for Ten, if 
they be found therein. Let us not pretend 
that the Repentance and Reformation 
called for, reſpe&s the publick, enormons 
Sins of the Nation, in Atheiſm, Pro- 
phaneneſs, Senſuality, Luxury, Pride, Op- 
preſſion, Harred of the Truth, Gntempt of 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and the like 3 
they do ſo indeed, but not only, they re- 
ſped alſo the Decays in Faith, Love, Zeal, 
with Love of the World, Comformity unto 
it, Lukewarnneſi, that are found amongſt 
the moſt eminent Profeſſors of Religion. 
This is our preſent wound ; here lies our 
weakneſs; namely, in the want of a quick, 
ative, zealous Mmiſtry, to call and fiir 
up Magiſtrates and People to effeftual 
Repentance and turning to God. Unleſs 
this be given unto us, 1 fear we cannot be 
ſaved. If it be otherwiſe, if we have a 
Miniſtry that really do attend unto their 
Duty in this Matter, I beg their pardon 
for other apprehenſions ; but then [ ſhall 
think it the moſt pregnant Sign of ap- 
proaching Deſtruftion ; ſeeing it is appa- 
rent unto all, that their Endeavours have 
neither Fruit nor Succeſs, 
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So far have we proceeded with our 
Propoſition ;, Namely ; That Sin abounds a+ 
mongſt us; That Judgments are approach- 
is + That God bath given us manifold 
arnings of their ſo doing. 


4: That which inthenext Place we are 
to ſpeak unto is, the Equity of this Divine 
Comititution, that in the ordinary way of 
Gods Rule, and Diſpenſation of his Prov 
dence, Repentance and Reformation ſhall 
turn away impendent Judgments, and pro- 
enre unto a People a bleſed Delrverance, and 
nothing clſe ſhall do it. Except you repent 


you ſhall periſh, 


That upon Repentance they ſhall be fa- 
ved and dclivered, is intended in the ſame 
Rule. - This is the unaltcrable Law of Di- 
vine Providence ; this ſhall do it, and no- 
thing clſe ſhal! ſo do. The Y/:ſdom and 


not do it. Repertance alone is made the 
Condition of Deliverance in this State of 
things. 


Upon this Rule, did God vindicate the 
Equity of his Ways againſt Kepining Iſra- 
cl, 
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el, Exh, 15. 29, 30, 31. Can any thing 
be more juſt and equal ? Ruine and utter 
Deſolation are ready to fall upon the 
whole People : Lug ® ©; have deſerved 
by your Iniquities, maltiplied provo- 
cations. In ſtrid Juſtice they ought imme- 
diately-to come upon you : But my ways are 
equal ;, 1 will not deal with you ina way of 
ftrict Juſtice ; 1Iwill do it in Equity, which 
is a meet Temperature of Juſtice and 
Mercy. And this I make evident unto 
you hercin, in that, whilft the Execution 
of Judgment is only threatued and ſuf 
pended, if you make unto your ſelves a 
new Heart and a new Spirit, m ſincere Re- 
pentance, if you caft away _ Tranſ- 
greſſons , by a thorongh Reformation of 
your lives, Jniquity ſhall not be your Ru» 
ine, What can be more Juſt, righteous. 
and equal ? Who can complain, if after 
all this, evil doth” overtake you, and you 
ſhall not eſcape ? The ſame he pleads a- 


gain, Chap. 33- 10, 11. as in many other 
Places. 


That this Divine Conſtitution, namely, 
That Repentance and Reformation ſhall 
favea Church, People or Nation in the 
ſtate before deſcribed; - and that nothing 
elſe ſhall do ſo, however men may pleaſe 

and 
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and pride themſelves in their own Imagi- 
nations, is equal, juſt and good, that i 
is meet it ſhould be fo, that it hath a con- 
decencie unto the Divine Excellencies, and 
the Rule of Righteouſneſs in government, 
is evident for, 


1. The Notion of this Rule is inbred in 
Mankind by Nature, as was mentioned 
before. There is no man, unleſs he be Athe- 
iſtically profigate, but when he apprehends 
that Evil and Ruine, eſpecially as unto his 
Life, is ready to overtake him, & ſcize upon 
him, but he refledts on his Sins, and comes 
to ſome Reſolutions of forſaking them for 
the future, ſo he may be at preſent deli- 
vered from his deplorable Condition. 
Now all this ariſeth from theſe indelible 
Notions ingrafted on the Minds of Men; 
that all evil of Puniſhment is from God, 
that it is for Sin, that there is no way to 
avoid it but by Repentance and Reforma» 
tion : And thoſe who will not improve 
this Natural Light, with reſpe&ts unto the 
Publick , will be found, as it were, whe- 
ther they will or no, to comply with it, 


when it comes to be their own Caſe in par- 
ticular . Herein lies a thouſand Teſt 
monies unto the Equity of this Divine Con- 
ſtitution. 


2, When 
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2, When this Rule is complied withal, 
when Repentance and Keformation do - enſue 
upon Divine warnings, whereby Peace 
with God is in fome meaſure attained x it 
will give men Truſt and Confidence in 
him, with expegation of Divine Relief 
in their Diſtreſs, which is the moſt effetu- 
al Means for men to be inſtrumental unto 
their own Deliverance. And on the other 
fide, when it is negleted, when Evil ap- 
proaches, Guilt and Terrour will haunt 
the Minds of men, and they ſhall not be 
able to entertain one thought of Divine 
Help, which will render them heartleſs, 
Helpleſs, Senceleſs, and betray them into 
Cowardiſe and Puſillanimity, however they 
may boaſt at preſent, If theſe two ſorts 
are oppoſed, ren ſhall chaſe an hundred, 
and an hundred put a thouſand to flight. 
And if any Nation do openly refuſe a com- 
pliance with this Conſtitution, if God 
ſhould ſend an other to invade them in a 
- Judgment, they would melt away 

ore them as Wax before the Fire. When 
Evils compaſs us about, and are ready 
to ſeize upon us, a Reduftion on the neg- 
let of this Rale, will diſturb our Cour- 
ſels, diftrat our Thoughts, diſtreſs our 
Minds, weaken- our Confidence in God, 
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and diſhearten the fowreſt of the Sons of 
Men, giving them up a Prey to their Enc- 
mics. 


3. This Rule or Conſtitution hath an 
impreſſion of all Divine Excellencies upon 
it z namely, of the Goodneſs , Patience, 
Wiſdom, Rightcouſneſs and Holineſs of 
God. 


If when Judgments are approaching, 
and deſerved, men could divert them by 
their Wiſdom, Courage or Diligence , it 
would reflect Diſhonour ou God in the 
Government of the World ; ſee Iſa. 22. 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11: Butin this way of the De- 
liverance of any People, there isa Satoo 
for the Glory of, all the Divine Excellen- 
Cics, as is manifcftcd unto all. 


When therefore in this ſtate, impen- 
dent Judgments are not abſolutely derer- 
mined, yet fo deſerved, as that upon a 
Suppolition of continuance in thoſe Sins 
whereby they are deſerved, the Glory of 
Divine Juſtice cannot be vindicated in the 
abſolute impunity ; and whereas God hath 
now prepared all things, and made them 
xeady for their execution, all Means and 
Inſtruments being girt unto the Work, his 
ard 
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Sword is whetted, and his Arrows are fix- 
ed in the bow, he will firſt give Warning, 
then give Spate and Tie for Repentance, 
and requires no more for the layitig afidx 
of all his Preparations for Deſtruttion, 
ſurely his Ways are equal,” kind, and full 
of Mercy, 


If Men will look for, if they will ex- 
pet Deliverance, without a complyance 
with theſe good, Holy, Juſt, Gracious, E- 

al terms, they will find themſelves in 
the iſſue wofully deceived. And if after 
all this, we in this Nation ſhould be found 
in a negle& hereof, if che Nation ſhould 
continue in its preſent frame, wherein, of 
all other means of Safety, tifis ſecms to 
be leaſt thought of or regarded, what 
ſhall we plead for our ſelves ? who ſhall 
pity us inthe day of Diſtreſs ? Moſt men 
now deſpiſe theſe, things, but can their 
hearts endure, or can their hands be ftron 
in the Day that the Lord ſhall dcal wit 
them ? Bur, 


s$. Whereas this Way, this Means of 
Deliverance #s ſo juſt, ſo equal, ſo reaſon- 
able, manifeſting it Jef to the Conſciences 
and Rraſen of Mankind, owned by the very 
Heathens, and fully confirmed by Divine 
G 2 Revelations 
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Revelation, our next Enquiry muſt be, 
Whence it is that there i ſuch an wnreadi- 
nef, ſuch an wumillingnef to comply with 
this Duty 4s there is ! that ſo many diffi 
calties are eſteemed to be in it 45 ſo 44 that 
there us little hope it will be found among us 
in a prevalent degree ? 


If Men, eſpecially ſuch as are Great, 
and cſteem themſelves to be wiſe, are told 
that this is the way to ſave and deliver the 
Nation, they turn away in a wrath, as 
Naaman did, when the Prophet bid him 


Waſh and be clean, when he would have ra- 
ther expetted an Injunftion of ſome He- 
roick Exploits : Theſe are Thoughts for 


weak and puſillanimous Souls, who under 
ſtand nothing of State-Aﬀairs. But it 
will ere long appear who is wiſeſt, God or 
Men. Burt an hard thing itis to prevail 
with any to think well of it, or to go a- 
bout it, or to judge that it is the only Balm 
for our Wounds, 


To find out the Cauſe hereof, 1 ſhall 
breifly conſider all ſorts of Perſons who 
are concerned to plant this healing Tree, 
whoſe Root is Repentance, and whoſe 
Fruit is Reformation of Life. And they 
are of three ſorts. 


1, Ma- 
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t. Magiſtrates. 2. Miniſters. 3. The 
People themſelves 


Unleſs there be a Concurrence of the 
Endeavours of them all in their ſeveral 
Places and Duties, there will be no ſuch 
publick Work of Repentance and 'Refor- 
mation wrought as is ſuited unto the turn- 
ing away of Publick Calamitics. But yer 
though it be the expreſs Duty of them all; 
though it be their Intereſt, though it cannot 
be omitted, but at their atmoſt peril, as un- 
to Temporal and Eternal Events, yet it isa 
marvellous hard and difficult work to pre+« 
vail with any of them to engage vigo- 
rouſly in it. Some do not think it nec 
ry, ſome after conviction of its Necefſi- 
ty, cither know not how to go about it, 
or linger in its undertaking, or are quick- 
ly wearied z ſome wiſh it were Done, ſo 
as that they may not be at the TF0Un0s 
of it. 


Let us conſider them Diftindly. 


1: As unto Magiftrates, When 7cho- 
ſhaphat fet' himſelf to reform the Church, 
or his Kingdom, to eſcape the Judgment 
that was denounced againſt them, he ap- 
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pointed for Magiſtrates and Judges, men 
fearing God , and hating Coveteuſnefs : 
And his charge unto them was, Let the 
Fear of the Lord be upon you -; taks beed 
and do it ; thus ſhall you do un the fear of 
the Lord, faithſully and with a perſett bearts 
2 Chron. 19. 6. 9. Without this, there 
will be 'no publick Reformation ; and 
therefore the firſt Difficulty of it ariſeth 
from this fort of Perſons, and that upon 
two Accounts. 


Firſt, That Mariſtrates themſelves do 
live in Sin, and :love it, and hate to be 
perſonally reformed ; yea take delight in 
them that openly live in Sin alfo, which is 
the -heigth of wickedneſs, Rom. 1, 32. 
When Magiſtrates arc prophane Swear- 
ers, of Scores at the Power of Religion, 
or Drunkards, or unclean Perſons, or co- 
vetous Oppreflors, a great Ob@rudttion 
mutt-necds be. laid in the way of publick 
Repentance and Reformation x; neither 
' doth this Difficulty at preſent ariſe meer- 
ly from their perſonal Sins and Miſcarri. 
apes, but alſo from the want of Convidtii- 
on, and a Sence of their Duty in their 
Places, with the Account which they 


mult give thereof, For. 


k econdly, 


HS HS © 2&4 2 _ﬀÞﬀ £4 mc _ £ 


(87) 

Secondly, They feemnot to believe tha* 
the attempting of this Work, is any part of 
their Duty, or that they are concerned 
therein : Let it therefore be never fo rea- 
ſonable, ſo Equal, fo Important, fo Ne- 
ceſſary unto the Deliverance and Salvation 
of any people, if thoſe who ſhoald further 
it in the brſt place, do obſtrudt and hinder 
it, it will- be attended with Difficulties. I 
Examples and Negligence have ruined this 
Nation. 


Wherefore we may lay it down as ar 
_ Truth, which the Text will con- 
rm 3 


That unleſs Magiſtrates, who have the 
viſible Condudt of he People, are convin- 
ced,. that it is their Duty to promote the 
Work of Repentance and Reformation, 
at this time, by their own Example, and 
in the Diſcharge -of © their Offices, ' the 
Caſe of this Natjon is deplorable, and 
not to be relieved but by Sovereign Grace 
and Mercy : For- what ſhall the People 
do, when they ſee their Guides, unto 
whoſe Pattern they conform themſelves, 
utterly regardleſs of any ſach thing ? This 
is one Means of the Difficulty which is 
found among __ affeting t _ 
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of Men with this equal Conſtitution. 


2. Thoſe who are principally concern'd 
herein, are Minifters, or thoſe who have 
the Adminiſtration of the Word” and 
Ordinances of the Goſpel commitred un- 
to them. Unto theſe, is this Work | 
in charge, in an eſpecial manner. They 
have the principal means of Repentance 
and Reformation committed to their ma- 
nagement. From them is the beginning 
and carrying on of this Work expetted 
and required. Hereof, as unto their Sin- 
cerity and diligence, they muſt pive an 
Account at the laſt Day. And if - this 
Spring be ſtopped, whence ſhould the 
refreſhing VVaters of Repentance and Re- 
formation ariſe ? But yet herein the prin- 
cipal Difficulty of the whole V Vork - doth 
confiſt : For, 


Firſt, fome there are pretending unto 
this Office in whom lies no ſinall part ' of 
the Evil-that is to be Refomed. Perſons 
who labour among the moſt forward to fill 
up the meaſure of the Iniquiticy of this 
Nation ; ſuch as whoſe Ignorance. Neg- 
ligence, - Prophaneneſs and Debavchery, 
are in all their Effets transfuſed and- com- 
municated pnto all that are about __ 
S 
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Shall we expett that ſuch perſons will be 
inſtrumental in the Reforming of others, 
who hate to be reformed themſelves ? 7er. 
23. 15. It was fo of old; out, 


Secondly, There are very few of this 
ſort of Perſons, who will be at the charge 
of carrying on this Work, They may quick- 
ly find what it will coſt them ; for unleſs 
they are Exemplary in it themſelves, it is 
in vain once to attempt the preſhng of it 
upon others. They cannot go about it, 
without great MKetrenchings of that 
which they, have eſteemed their Liberty in 
the courſe of their Converſations. All Com- 
pliance with unreformed perſons, for ſecu- 
lar Ends, all Conformity unto the courſe of 
the World, in Jolitics, and Pride of Life, 
all Oftentation of Riches, Wealth and 
Power, all Self-ſccking, and Self-pleaſing, 
all Lightneſs, and carnal Confidences, muſt 
utterly be caſt away : And not only ſo, 
but unleſs by unceffant Prayers and Suppli- 
cations, with Earncſtneſs and Perſeve- 
rance, they labour for freſh Amnointings 
with the Spirit of Grace in their own 
Souls, that Faith and Love and Zeal for 
God, and Compaſhon for the Souls of 
Men, and Readineſs for the Croſs, may 
revive and flouriſh in them, they will not 
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be uſefull nor inſtramental in this Work. 
And is it any wonder, that the moſt of 
them think it better to ſuffer things to go 
on atthe preſent rate, than to venture at 
that which will coſt them ſo dear in its pur- 
ſait ? The Truth is, I know very few, if 
any, who are meet and fit to engage in this 
Work in a viſible eminent manner : thoſe 
who have the beſt, almoſt the only opper- 
runitics for it, ſeem to be allcep. 


Thirdly, Behdes the Charge they muſt 
be at themſelves, _ they perceive the Op- 
poſition they ſhall meet with all from others. 
They find that they ſhall not only diſob- 
lige and provoke all ſorts of Perſons, and 
loſe many of their «ſefull friends, but al- 
ſo expoſe themſelves unto Obloguy, Scorn 
Contempt and Reproach of all forts. He is 
alot man in this world, who with out re- 
ſpe of Perſons, will engage ſeriouſly in 
this Work ; every day he ſhall find one or 
other diſpleaſed, if not provoked. This 
neither they nor their Families can welb 
bear withal. Indeed the hardeſt and moſt 
difficult Service that ever God called any 
of his Miniſters unto, excepting only Je» 
ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, hath been in 
the endeavouring the Reformation of 
back ſiding or ſpiritually decay'd Churches. 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the two Witnefſes which in 
Ages have Propheſied in Sackcloth- Sued 
was the Miniſtry of Ekjah, which brought 
him unto that Concluſion, and an earneſt 
longing to be delivered by Death from 
his Work and Miniſtry, 2 Kings 19. 4. So, 
was that of Jeremiah, in the like Seaſon, 
whereof he ſo complains, Chap. 15. 10. 
Fohn the KHaptiſt in the ſame work, loſt 
firſt his Liberty, then his Life. And in 
after-Ages Chryſoſtom, for the ſame Cauſe 
was hated by the Cleroy, perſecuted by 
the Conrr, and at length driven into Ba- 
niſbment, where he died. Moſt men care 
not how little a ſhare they have in ſuch 3 
Work as this, whoſe Reward will -reach 
them according to the Proportion of their 
Engagement -iin it. All Chaorches, all 
Perſons almoſt, would willingly be ler a- 
lone in the Condition wherein they are : 
Thev that would prefs them unto duc Re- 
for mation, ever were, and ever will be 
looked on as their Trokblers. 


Hence then it is, that our Wound is in-/ 
carable; 'Few of this ſort are convinced 
of the preſent Neceſſity of this Duty. 3 
they hope things are+ indifferently well 
with them and their Flocks, that they may 
endure their time well enough: Few are 


willing 


(92) 
willing to undergo the Charge and Trouble 
of it, to put all their preſent Circumſtan- 
ces into Diſorder, few have received an 
Annointing for thee ; many are able to 
diſpute againſt any Attempts of it , and 
not a few have Expedtations of ſtrange 
Deliverances without it ; what is left us 
in this Caſe, ſhall afterwards be decla- 


red. 


3. It is difficult alſo on the Account of 
the People that arc to be Reformed. - It is 
hard to convince them of its Neceſſuy ; 
hard to perſwade them to endeavour it ; 
hard to gat them to- perſervere in Attempts 
for it. 


Some of the Reaſons hereof we may 
breifly confider : As, 


1. That Self-7uſtification and Approba- 
tion of themſelves, which all forts of 

rſons, both by Nature, and by incurs- 
- . - inclined unto, lie at 
t bottom this fatal Negligence. 
VVhen they ſec all things amiſs, hey will 
grant that there is ſome Reformation ne- 
cefſary ; but that it is ſo for others, and 
not for them. Thoſe that are worſe than 


they ( as there are but few who do not 
think 
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think on one pretence or other, that there 
are many worſe than themſalves ) they ſop- 
poſe this Duty is neceſſary unto; but not 
unto them. And if there are none v1/#bly 
ſo, yet they will make them and judge 
them ſo to be + But whilſt men have a form 
of Godlinef, though they deny the power 
thereof they will juſtite themſelves from 
all need of Reformation. Churches will 
do fo, and all forts of Profeflors of Reli- 
gion will do ſo; eſpecially if they have any 
peculiar Notion or Practice, which they 
value themſelves upon. So was it with the 
Tews of old, Fer. 7. 6, 7. and with the 
Phariſees inthe Days of our Saviour, John 
9. 40. It is ſoat this Day ;, and it is a rare 
thing to meet with any who will own 
themſelves to ſtand in need of real labo- 
rious Reformation. 


Hence it is that no Churches would ever 
Reform themſelves, which have been the 
cauſe of all Diviſion and Seperation, 
whereby ſome have been ſaved from a ge- 
neral Apoſtaſie, They all approve them- 
ſelves in their State and Condition, which 
is cometo that height in the Papa! Church 
that they boaſt themſelves infallible, and 
not capable of Reformation in any thing. I 
pray God ſecure others from the like Pre- 

ſumption ; 
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ſpmptions ; it will be their Ruine by 
whom they are entertained ; yet fo it is 
at this Day. Moſt Churchcs think they 
need more Revenues, more //onour, more 
Freedom from Oppoſition, more Submiſſion 
of all men unto them ; but they almoſt 
abhor the "Thoughts that they ſtand in 
need of any Reformation. 


2. The Nature of the Work «t ſelf ren- 
dersit difficult ; for it requires a general 
Change of the Courſe wherein men have 
been engaged ; a thing as difficult, as to 
cauſe the Streams of a mighty River to 
change their Courſe, and run backward. 
Vicious habits muſt be ſubdued, Inclina- 
tions reveted in the Mind-by long Practice, 
and Cuſtom, be caſt out, ways of Con- 
verſation promoted and ſtrengthened by 
all ſorts of Circumſtances changed ; which 
render the Work unto ſome men impolſi- 
ble. So the Prophet declares it, Fer. 13, 
23. Canthe Ethiopian change bus Shin, or 
the Leopard bus ſpots ! then may ye a'ſo 4s 
good, who are accuſtomed to Evil, Men 
cannot cally wwlearn what they have been 
ſotaughtor accuſtomed unto. The migh 
power of God on the Souls of Men, bot 
as _ unto individual Perſons, and whole 
Socictics, is required unto this Change g 
50 
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So it may be wrought and not otherwiſe 
Iſa. 11. 6, 7, $, 9. 


3. The Advantage which many make un- 
to themſelves, by the preſent _ of 
things, and fear of Alterations by Refor- 
mation, is a Mountain inthe way, a migh- 
 O_ againit entertaining ferioas 

ughts abour it, 


4. The Scripture moſt frequently caſts 
the Canſe hereof on mens Securzy in 
their Earthly Enjoyments. This keeps 
them ſafe from hearing Gods Calls, or ta- 
king notice of his warnings : And there- 
fore it is laid down, as the Cauſe and com- 
ffant Foreranmer of all defolating Judg- 
ments. Ir is at large inſiſted ppon by our 
Saviour himſclf, Adarth. 24. 37, :3, Laude 
oy. 


Now this Secxrizy is like the Diſeaſe in 
the Body, which 1s commonly called the 
Scarvy ;, It is not- any lingle Di/temper or 
Diſcaſe, but a Complication or Concur- 
rence of many prevalent Diſtempers. Se- 

ry is not the Name of any one vicious 
Habit or Inclination of the Mind, but itis 
2 concurrent complication of many +; - Sp» 
mtual Srapidity and Slothy called a Sprr 
of 
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of Slumber, Love of the world, carnal Wif- 
dom, Groundlef bopes of Life, all Proceed- 
ing from Unbelief, do concur in its Con- 
ftirution. And if a Praftice in a Courſe 
of Sin, have for ſome ſcaſon enſued on 
theſe Principles, whereby Conſcience comes 
to be ſeared, or is made ſenceleſs, the Caſe 
of thoſe in whom it is, is for the moſt part 
remedileſs. And not a few of this fort 
are amongſt us. 


And many other Reaſons there arc, ren- 
dring this V Vork full of Defficalty, though 
it be ſo neceſſary, fo juſt and equal. As 
for thoſe by whom all theſe things are de- 
ſpiſed, and even ſcoffed at, ſomething 

all be ſpoken afterwards unto them, or 
concerning them. 


But yet this Conſideration ought not to 
deter any from endeavouring the diſcharge 
of their own Duty herein - For as we 
have ſeen, it is indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
that we and the Nation may be ſaved from 
deſolating Judgments ; ſo we ſhall ſee af- 
terwards how and by what means this 
Difficulty may be ſurmounted, and thoſe 
Obſtacles removed out of the way. Hows 
ever, happy will they be, be they ever 
ſo few, never ſo Poor, never ſo unknown 
to 


SH 
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to the World, whom God ſhall find ſo de- 
ing, When he ariſeth out of his Place co 
ſhake the Earth terribly 


VI. I ſhall thereforc in the next place , 
to bring all things nearer home, enquire, 
What is the Natrre of that Repentance and 
Reformation which at this time God requires 
of us all, that we may not periſh in bus ſore 
Diſpleaſure. 


After a Devaſtation made of the Trea- 
ſure of the Koman Empire, by ſundry Tys+ 
rants ſucceſlively, Yeſþpaſian coming to the 
Government, acquaiated the Senare, . that 
there was need of fo mary Millions of Are 
wey, that the Empire mught ſtand 3; not 
that it might flowrsſb = grow Vigerous, 
whereunto muck more was required ; - but 
that it might be preſerved from Diſſoluti- 
on and Ruine : And I ſhall propoſe not 
what is requiſite, to render the Church of 
God in this Nation, orderly, beautiful, 
and vigorous, but only what is neceſſary, 
that it may fard and live, by a Delive- 
rance from Defolating Judgments. And, 


1. The Repentance which in any Caſe 
God requireth abſolaely, is that which is 
interngl, and real, in foncere Converſion uz- 

H t2 
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fo Apa accompanied with Fruits meet 

ach Repentance. So is it declared, 
by 18. 30, 31 Therefore] will judge 
you, O Houſe of Iſracl, every one according 
unto bu ways, ſaith the Lord God : Repent 
and turn ſelves from all your —_ 
greſſions, þ Iniquity ſhalt not be your Raine, 


eby you bave Tranſereſſed, and makes 
you a new Heart, and a new Spirit, for why 
will you die, O Howuſe of Iſracl? A new 
Hears, and a new Spirit, or real internal 
RO 2 of the 
Covenant, is required in tance, 
as the Renunciation and and Relinquiſhment 'of 
all Iniquities, muſt be the Frniz of it. So 
alfo is it exprefſed; /ſa. 1. 16, 17. Inter- 
nal purification of the heart, with the pra- 
Qice of univerſal Obedience, and «bt 
hence of all Sin, is "that which God re 


quires. 

This is that R | 

Sabje&t of the Miniſtry of John the Bay- 
tift z on the negle&t whereof, Ye threat- 
wt with final Exciſiorr; which 


accordingly not long after befcll hens Mar. 


3. V9 44 God doth not require @ , 
Repentance, or that which is 


——_ 


away from you all your Tranſereſſonr, + 


: 
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ward and temporary : Io this Caſe, ſee 
Joel 2. 12s 13- But, 


2, Where there is Repentance and 
Reformation that are rea! in the Kgor or 
Cauſe of them, which is an effetual Con- 
vidtion of Sin , and Senſe of enſuing, ap- 
proaching Judgments, giving teſtimony of 
Siacerity in its Fruits, by an Abſtinence 
from open Prov Sins, and the per- 
formance of known Duties, untq #3 Sin- 
cerity ; in both which, a Senſe and Re- 
verence of Ged is owned, though it be - not 
in many, in the moſt, -it may be in few, 
abſoluoly ſuncere and byly, yes may it, qxe- 
vail co the tur away of gheemned 
On, at leaſt for # ſcaſon. 

Theſe things $erefore arc required wun- 
49 this Repentance. 


t. A Real Comvittion of Sim, in; hem 
that are called unto it, or do make Pro- 
feſlion' of it. If this lie pot in the Foun- 
jon, no expreſhon of Repentance, no 
Prof of Reſormerion is of any-valuc 
in the Sight of God : Yea, it is a Mock- 
ing 6 him, which is the higheſt Provo- 
catiqn. Men without this Convigion, 
may be driven to ſomewhat that /coks like 

H 2 Repentanc' 
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Repemt ance and Reformation ; as the keep- 
ing of Days of F afting or Flumiliation, 

outward Force or Compulſion of Law ; but 
there is nothing in what they do, of what 


we ire after, By ſuch days and Ways 
they ſhall never ſave the Nation, Jerem. 
© 


2: A real Sence of Gods Difpleaſure, 
and rhe Approach of deſolating Judgments. 
It is not enough that we havea Convidtion 
and Sence of our own Sins, but we muſt 
" have them alſo of the Sins of the Nation, 


whereby God is to Anger; and 

chenſions I Dinka Ce to 
our Minds in all that we go about 
herein. Unleſs theſe abide and dwell in 


our Minds, unleſs they acco us COn- 
riſe and lie down with us, we ſhall not 
cordially engage in this Duty 


3. Real Reformation is an Abſtinence 
from all Sin, and the avowed Fruits 
of a reformed Converſation are requi- 
red hereunto, Afar. 3. 10. . 


4+ That it be perfofted in, Hol. 6. 1. 


On 
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On theſe Suppoſitions, that this Repen- 
tance is uſcfull unto the End propoſed, is 
made fully evident in the Inſtances of Ni- 
neveh, and of Ahab, 1 Kings 21. 27,28, 29. 
Abab in his Repentance and Humiliation, 
manifeſted a deep Senſe of the Guilt of 
| Sin, and Divine Diſpleaſure. Seeft thou, 
faith God, to Elijah, how be humbleth hbim- 
ſelf ? It might eahly be known and taken 
notice of, There is an Humiliation de- 
ſcribed by the Prophet Iſaiah, Chap. $3. 
©, i, 24 3444 5- Which God abhorreth, and 
which ſhall be profitable for nothing. Such 
have been the Humiliations among us for 
the moſt part : But although ir be the 
Duty of every man, to endeavour that. his / 
Repentance and Reformation do conhilt in 
a ſincere, internal, cordial Converſion unto 
God, which the Divine Calls do intend ; 
without which, it will not be of advantage 
unto his own Soul, as unto his eternal Con- 
dition z yet as unto the turning away of 
Temporal Calamities , at leaſt, as to the 
ſuſpenſion of them, ſuch a publick Repen- 
tance and Reformation as evidence them- 
ſelves in their Fruits, do proceed from a 
real Senſe of Sin and Judgment, may be 
uſefull and prevalent. In breif, the Re- 
pemtance Which God «I with reſpect 

H 2 to 
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to his Covenant, that the Souls of men may 
be faved, unto the Glory of his Grace by 
Jeſus Chriſt, is eternal, ſpirirual, ſuper- 
natural, whereby the whole Soul is renew- 
ed, changed and rurr}ed unto himſelf, 
Bat as God is the ſupream Governoor of 
the World in Temporal things, with re- 
_ unto the Diſhenſation of bis Provi- 
ence in Mercies and Jadgments, there 
may be a Repentance and Reformation, 
whereir his Glory is vindicated in a viſible 
compliance with his Calls and Warnings, 
and an Acknowledgment of him in "Ris 
righteous Jadgments, which may be of 
Uſe nnto the End propoſed. Beldes, 
where-ever there isa General Reformation 
of Life lincerely attempted, it 1s to be 
Believed, that in many it is ſpiritual and 


ſaving. 


3. The Repentance and Reformiarion 
required, muſt be ſuited unto the Sree and 
Condution of thoſe who are called thi; rants, 
All are to conſider whit is amiſs in thomy 
as unto their own State and Condition, 1/as. 
FS. 7. Lit the wicked forſakg bis Way, and 
the wnrigheonr man bu Theughts , very 
one his own Way and T houghts in their 
preſcnt Condition 


Wherefore, 
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Wherefore the Perſons intended in 
this Call, arc of two ſorts. 


1, Such as are wicked, as unto their 
State and Condition, ſons unconvert- 
ed, unregenerate, not born of God. 

And as are ſincere Believers, really 
converted unto God. 


The Call of God is unto both forts - 
Repentance and Reformation are required 
of them both : And they are ſo in a ſai- 
tableneſs unto their different conditi- 
ons 


In each of theſe ſorts, there are various 
Degrees of Sin and Provocation. Some of 
the firſt fort are openly flagitious, pub- 
lick habitual Sinners, ſuch as whoſe Sins 

ae = way unto Judgment, as the Apo- 
peaks, 1 Tim. 5, 24 And ſome arc 
more ſober in their outward Converſation. 
The Call of God reſpetts them all in their 
ſeveral de of finning. Letthe wicked 
mean his Ways, andthe anrightcous 
man his Thoughts, thoſe which are his 
or, which are proper to him. None 
doubts, unleſs it - that = 
. ot ought tor Mm Te ves zz me 
If fe H 4 Generality 
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Generality of men cry out againſt them 
and fear, that for cherry Sins, eſpecially if 
they be Perſons in high places, the Judg- 
ments of God will come upon the Land. 


But if thoſe of the orher ſort alſo, who 
are apt to juſtific themſclves, becauſe - they 
run not out unto the ſame Excef of Kiet 
with them, do not apply themſelves unto 
the Repcntance and Reformation which 
are proper unto their Srate and Conditions 
the Will of God is not anſwered in his 
Warnings. Yet, itis the Impenitency of 
this ſort of men , that is the moſt dange- 
rous Symptome at this day in the Nation. 
Their unſhaken Security keeps all chat tru- 
ly fear God in a trembling poſturs. 


6. It is ſo with Churches peculiarly re- 
formed, and true Believers im them ;, as al- 
ſo all other true Belcivers, who walk more 
at large. They alſo are called unto Re- 
pentance and Reformation , and that ac- 
cording to their State, and their reſpe- 
Qtive degrees therein : For ſome are more 
Guilty than others, in decays of Faith, 
Love, Zeal, Holineſs and Fruitfulneſs in 
Obedience. with Conformity to - the 
World. - And if their ſhould be a pub- 
hck Reformation in the Nation, as to out- 
ward 
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ward proveling Sin; yet if theſe of this 
fort, do not reform themſelves, according 
as their Condition doth require, the deft 
red Deliverance would ſcarcely be obtain- 
ed. And wo be to ſuch perſons, if through 
their Negle& of their Duty, the whole 
— ſhould be expoſed to Ruine. Where- 
Ore, 


4. The Reformation called for, as the 
condition of eſcaping of impendent 
Judgments, muſt be Univerſal, at lealt 
General ; —_ all ſorts and Degrees, 
all Orders and Eſtates of Men. All forts 
have ſinned, all forts are threatned ; and 
therefore Repentance is required of all, if 
we would not periſh. It is ſo of Mags 
ſtrates and Miniſters, of | Nobles and Cour 
mon F eople 1n City and Cormtry > and - that 
to be evidenced by its Fruits ;, ſo as that 
it may be ſaid of us See you not bow they 
humble themſetves, | 


But if this be ſo, ſome may be apt to 
ſay, It ſeems if 4// do not ſet their Hearts 
and Hands unto this Work, if All forts 
do not engage in it, there is no good efiedt 
to be hoped or looked for : But when ſhall 
we ſee any ſuch thing? When ſhall we 
ſce the Generality of all ſorts of men in 

this 
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this Nation cordially to go about thi® 
Work of Repentance and Reformation ? 
as good therefore let it alone, as go about 
to attempt it. 


I Anſwer, 1. If you cannot be canrent to 
periſh with the impenitent and unreformed, 
you may chuſe to do as they do : If you 
would avoid their Puniſhment, you muſt 
avoid their Sin, eſpecially "their refuſal to 
turn on the Call of God. 


2. Some muſt begin this Work, and be 


exemplary unto others. And blefſed are 


they of the Lord, who ſhall receive the 
Grace and Honour ſo to do, Let us not 
then fit looking on others to ſee what 
they will do, but immediately engage un- 
toour own Duty. 


2. The duty herein, of =o one private 
Perſon, mach leſs of whole Churches ſhall 
be loſt, though the Nation ſhould not be 
reformed in general, For, 


I, They ſball deliver their own Souls and 
if they be not ſaved ( as I believe they 
would be in an eminent manner ) from 
ſomewhat of the outward part of a pub- 
lick Calamity, yet they ſhould be from - 

e 
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the Wrath and Diſpteaſure of God in it. 


2. A few, for ought I know, one mat, 
may ſometimes prevail with God, for the 
fuſpending, at leaſt of Judgments threat- 
ned unto a whole Nation. And hereby, 


3. They ſhall give unto others a far: 
ther Seaſon 4 — which God can 
bleſs and make effeftual unto them. There 
are therefore bleſſed — un- 
to all Churches, unto all individual per- 
ſons to endeavour a compliance with the 
preſent Calls of God, though the Body of 
the People ſhould not be gathered. 


VII. Ournext Enquiry is, Whence, or 
from what Canſes ſuch a Reformation may 
be expetted, as may be uſeful unto the turnin 
away of impendent Judgments? And theſe 
Cauſes are cither Supream, or Subordi- 
nate, 


The Supream Cauſe hereof, muſt be 
the Sovereign Grace of God, in freſh Effu- 
fions of his Spirit on the Souls of Men, to 
turn them unto himſelf. Without this, 
all other ways and means of attaining it 
will be in vain. This is every where in 
the Scripture atreſted unto, as the only ſu- 
pream 
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efficient Cauſe of the Converſion 
of Men unto God. And unto that State 
are things come to among us, that unlcſs 
we are made partakers of it in a ſome- 
what more than ord; manner 4 out 
Breaches cannot be healed ; Whether we 
have Grounds or no to expe&t any ſuch 
thing, ſhall be afterwards conſidered : At 
preſent there ſeems to be no other hopes 
of it, butonly becauſe it is a Sovereign Att 
of Divine Grace, which hath been exem- 
plified in the Church of old. There 
ſcems indeed rather as yet, to bea with- 
drawing of the Communications of the 
Holy ſpirit in effeQtually prevalent Grace, 
on the part of God, and a contempt of 
them, onthe part of Men : But Sovercign- 
ty can conquer all Obſtacles. This way 
did God heal and recover his Church of 
old when all other Means, ail Mercics, 
Afidtions and Judgments failed, Ezek, 36. 
22, 23z 24, 25, 26, 27,26, 29. And it 
may at preſent be for a Lamentation, that 
this work of Grace is ſo diſregarded by 
the moſt, ſo deſpiſed by , and (© little 
cried for by the Reſidue. But without it, 
in vain we uſe any other Remedies, 
we ſhall not be healed. It is not the beſt 
Projettions of men for Reformation by 
this or that Order or State of things in 
Church 
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Church or State, that withoue this, will be 
of advantage unto us. 


The Subordinate Canſes hereof, muſt be 
the diligent Diſcharge of their Duty 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters. Ni 


| ſhall butname theſe things, that I give 


no place to Complaints or - Indignation; 
though juſt and almoſt neceflary. And, 


Firſt, As unto the Furtherance of it by 
Magiſtrates, it muſt conlit in three 
Things. 


1, By evidencing that the Prometion of 
it is their Dnereſtd. Unleſs it be underſtood 
ſo to be, whatever elſe they do in the 
Countenances of it, will be of no Uſe 
nor Advantage. For this is that which 
the Generality will conform unto, © or 
_ t Andif it be once under- 

» that Reformation is what they de- 
fre, what they defign, what they place 
their chesf Intereſt in, as it was with De- 
vid, Hez.chiab, Joſiah, and others, it will 
have an Influence on the People, not infe- 
riour unto what the Delign of Jeroboam in 
purſuit of his corrupt Intereſt, had 'on 
the people of Iſrael, to fin, All other 

Means 


( 110 ) 
Means are dead, unleſs they are enlivencd 
an Evidence of Reality in the Minds af 
iſtrates, and an high Concernment in 
the proſper; of their Work. Let them 
make w ws and Orders they-plcaſe, 
appoint what outward Means they can de- 
viſe, unleſs it be made uncontroulably evi- 
dent, that it is their CGordial Deſign, and 
what n_ place their Cheif Intereſt ins 
they will not be available. Add here- 
untoy 


2. Thedue Execution of Laws againſt 
Flagitions Immoralities., And, 


3- An encouraging Example in their 
own perſons ; without which, all things 
will grow worſe and worſe, whatever elic 
bedone. Men ſeem to be weary in ſome 
meaſure, of the diſmal Effetts of Sin ; 
but they ſeem not to be wearyof Sim, Un- 
to this wearineſs, they yet want. Motives, 
Encouragements and - 'And it 45 
ſtrange unto me, that iu all our Fears and 
Dangers, in the Diviſions of our Councels, 
and Confuſions among all ſorts of Men, 
under an high Profeſſion of Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, in the 'Nation, and 
thePreſervation of it, that this only Expe- 
dient for our Relicf and Safcty lics wholly 
neglected, As 
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As unto Miniſters, the Faithful Diſcharge 
of his Duty in Preaching, Prayer, and 
—_— is as ng hereunto. Should I 
y to ſhew the neceſſity hereof at this 
hes as alſo what is required thereauto, 
what Care, what Diligence, what Watch» 
fulneſs, what' Compaſſion, what Zeal, what 
Exerciſe of all Gofpel-Grace, with the 
over-Ne bx of theſe things among many, 
ventiur) | takeup a Volume, rather than be- 
come a Place in this preſent Enquiry. 
But I proceed unto that which is more 


our immediate Concerument. VWhere- 
fore, 


VII What if all theſe Means do fail ! 
what if all Expettations from them _ in 
vain ! What wu incumbent on themin part 
lar, who are really ny theſe Looks 
namely of the aboundin choſe ng 
and the near — of aw. f- Jadg- 


ments ! 


That which 1 deſign herein, is to give 
ſome DireQtions, as unto what Frame of 
Heart ought to be found in us, and the 
Prattice of what Duties we ought tobe 
found in at ſuch a Seaſon as this is. It is 
no common, no caſie thing to wait for the 
Lord in the way of hu Tudements, ar 26. 
3, 9. 
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8, 9: There is inward Soul-work night 
and day, as well as outward Duties requi- 
red unto it. That God may be Glorified 
ins duc manner, that we may be found in 
Peatt, whatever be the Event of things ; 
that we may be «ſefwll unto others ; and 
in all ſerve the Will of God in our Gene- 
ration, are all expected from us in a way of 


Duty, 


Unto this End, the enfuing DireQtions 
may be made uſe of. 


2. Take heed of ſtout heartedneff, and a 
Contempt or neglett thereby of Drvine Warn- 
ings. There isa Generation, who cither 
really, or in pretence, are bold, fearleſs, 
ſtout-hearted , regardleſs of theſe things; 
they ſeem to” provoke and dare God to do 
his utmoſt, all that he ſeems to threaten. 
So they ſpeak, Iſai. 5, 19. Let him makg 
peed, and haſten bis Work , that we may ſee 
itz and let the Counſel of the Holy One of 
Ifracl draw nigh, that we may know it.Here *' 
is much talk indeed of the Judgments of 
God, and of their near App : When 
ſhall we ſee them ? why do not they come ? 
when ſhall he bring forth his Work ? 

This hath been the great Controverlie 
between the Church and the wicked World 


from 
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fromn the beginning of iir. Thoſe that tru- 
ly feared. God, were always teſtifying that 
God would come, and take vengeance on 
them for their Impieties and Impenitency. 
But becauſe theſe Judgments were not 
ſpeedily executed, the finful world did al- 
ways deſpiſe their warnings, and ſcoft at 
their Meflage, So Enoch the ſeventh from 
Adam, he Preached and Prophelied of 
theſe things; namely of the Comin 
Godto take vengeance of ungodly men, Jude 
14 15. And this Meſſage was feoffed at, 
as is evident, becauſe no Reformation en- 
ſued thereon, until the Flood took them 
all. away, So was it with Noah, and his 
Preaching 3 'and ſo it hath been with all 
that fear God, in their ſeverabiGenerati- 
ons ; and this was one eſpecial thing that 
the Pagans laughed 'and mocked at the Pris 
mitive Chriſtians about ; as is plaimin L- 
cian's Philopatr, So the Apoltle Petey gives 
ws' un Account both of what was paſt, and 
what would afterwards come to paſs,2 Per. 
3 3» 4» 5» 6. unto the End. 


And ſuch as theſe abound amongſt us - 
All the Warnings of God have been turned 
into Kidicale, previous Judgments deſpi- 
ſed; and Sin it ſelf madea Scoft of, Bur 
of all others, God moſt abhorreth this 
| fort 
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fort of Men. They are ſaid to be far 
Righteouſneſs, Wai. 46. 12. Unto he 
ſpeaks in his Wrath, Hear ye deſpiſers, 
wonder, and periſh. Yea, the Scripture is 
full with the ſevereſt Threatnings againſt 
this ſort of men; nor ſhall any in the ap- 
pointed ſeaſon, drink deeper of the Cup 
of Gods Indignation. Sec 1ſas: 28. 14, 15. 
oy 29. 19: 20. Such _—— 

Sco at approaching R_ 
ſuch Deriders of the Signs and Tokens of 
them God will deal withal. And ſome 


Obſervations of things paſt, Disbelicf of 
they do not feel, ſuch like efteas 
of long Security, do utterly ſcorn and ſcoff 
at all theſe -things. They account it & 
matter of Weaknef, Puſllanimity, or Su- 
perſtition to concern themſelves in theſe 
warnings of Providence; or the explication 
of them by the Word : but thar Judg- 
ment ſleepeth not. And it may be obſerv- 
ed, and will be found true, _ — 
Judgments do really approach, of all forts 
of men, they =. moſt cowardly, db 
ſtrated, fearfull and void of Counſed: For 
when God begins to deal with them, their 
hearts cannot indure, nor their hands be 
ſtrong 
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ſtrong, He ſmites through their loins, and 
filleth them with a Spirit of horrour and 
fear, that they ſhall tremble like the Leaves 
of the Forreſt. In that day you may ſay unto 
them, as Zebul did to boaſting Gaal, upon 
the Approach of Absmelech, his Enemy, 
Where is now thy Month wherewith thou 
ſaidſt,Whe is Abimelech ? Where is now your 
Mouth and your Vauntings, with reſpe& 
unto theſe Judgments of God ? So AMs- 
caiah the Prophet told Zedekiab the falſe 
Prophet, in his Boaſting and Confidence 
of Succeſs, 1 Kin. 22. 25. With all-thy 
confidence & boaſting, thou ſhalt be Qne of 
the firſt that ſhall endeavour to fly and hide 
thy (cl, Yea, this fort of perſons are 
commonly the moſt ridiculous and con- 
temptible, when real Danger overtakes 
them,ofany ſort of men in the world. 

That which God requires of us in ſuch 
a ſcaſon, is called in Scripture Trembling 5 
They that tremble at my word. This 
regards, this he accepts, this he appro- 
veth of, Iſai. 66. 2,5 . Jer. 5. 22. It isnot 
a weakning, an aſtoniſhing, heartleſs con- 
ſternation of Spirit that is intended ; nor 
ſuch a Dread and Terrour as ſhould ob- 
ſtruft us in the chearfull performance of 
Duty, and preparation to comply with 
the will of God, Such is that ——_ 
L 2 c 
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ed, Det. 18- 66, 67. which is the moſt 
ſevere of Rn. But it is an awful Re- 
verence of the Greatneſs and Holineſs of 
God, inthe way of his Judgments, caſting 
out all carnal Security, Sclf-confidence, 
and contempt of Divine warnings, ſo 
bringing the ſoul into a ſubmiſſive compli- 
ance with the will of God in all things. 
But look well in the firſt . place, that this 
Evil on no pretences do make-- any ap- 
proach unto you. 


If one Evil ſeems to be diverted, do not 
ſay with Agar, ſurely the bitterneſs of 
Death u ff z Which will prove an cn- 
trance into this evill Frame, and ſo grow 
regardleſs of your Duty : God expeds 
other things from you. The Lien, faith 
he, hath roared, who will not fear ? Amos 
3. 8. There is the Voice-of a Lion roar- 
ing for his Prey, in the preſent Divine 
Warnings : Take heed that you deſpiſe 
not that, which when it comes to ' paſs; 
you can neither abide, nor avoid. 


2. Take heed of a Frame of heart that 
as regardleſs of theſe things We have a 
fort of Men, who although they will not, 
they dare not openly, as others, . deſpiſc 
Divine Warnings, yet they ſce all things 

in 
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in fucha Light, as ſuffers them not to take 
Notice of any Concernment of their own 
in them, Pſal. 28. 5. Jer. 36. 24. The 
Land is filed with Sin ;, it is true, but they 
arc the Sins of other men, not theirs x 
T here are T ohens and Signs of Gods Diſ- 
pleaſure in Heaven above, . and the Earth 
beneath, but men are not agreed whether 
theſe things be of any enibcation or no 3 
ſome ſay Yea, and fome Nay ; but they 
are fiew and ſtrange, and fo arc meet to 
be the Subjet of Diſcourſe ; previous 
Tudg ments have been upon us ;, they are but 
ſuc: Accidents as fall out frequently in the 
world. But the Diviſions among onr ſelves, 
and Contrivances of our Adverſaries, ſeem 
to threaten Ruine to the Nation; it may 
be ſo ; but theſe things belong unto our 
Rulers ; and Men are divided about this al- 
ſo ; ſome fay one thing, and ſome ano» 
ther : Some ſay their was a Plot, and 
ſome ſay there was none. In the mean 
time, they are filled with their own Qccaſs- 
ons, and will not be diverted from them, 
unto any ſcrious regard of God in his prc- 
ſent Diſpenſations 5 like the wild AP in 
her occaſion, who can turn her away ? |cr. 
1. 24. Of this Frame the Prophet com- 
plains, as that which God will ſurcly a- 
venge, ſa. 26. 11. Lord, when thy Hand 
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5s lifted np, they will not ſee ; but they ſhall 
fer and be aſbamed, for their Emory at the 


People ; the Fire of thine Enemies ball 
devour them. 


Others look on all things in another 
Light, and under another Notion ; for 
whereas it is part of our Sin and Puniſh» 
ment in this Nation, an evident fruit of 
the Evil of our ways, that we are divided 
into Defiomng Parties the one ſeeking the 
Ruine of the other, they conſider all Pro- 
vidences as relating unto ſach Differences. 
This gives them a zealous Concernment in 
them, and continued Talk about them; 
but the Will, Work and Deſign of God 
in them 15 not laid to heart. 


Some are ſo well pleaſed with their pre- 
ſent Advantages, in Promotions , Digni- 
ties and Wealth, as their Intereſt, that 
they cannot endure to think of theſe 
things. Whatever warnings are portend- 
ed of approaching Judgments, they look 
on them as the Threarnings of ſuch as have 
ll will againſt them, and would have theſe 
things to portend their Trouble; Goilt 
makes them fearful and ſenſible : and they 
think it beſt to hide thoſe things from 
themſelves, which, if they are ſo, they 
cannot remedy. To 


FF 3 Þ Þ &ÞF_ 7ÞF_ Ye ER 


( 119 ) 

To free us from this Miſcarriage alſo 
this unanſwerableneſs unto the Mind of 
God in his preſent Diſpenſation, we may 
conflider, 


1. That a deep Conſideration of, and En- 
ry intothe Mind of God in ſuch a ſea- 
fon as we have deſcribed, us required of nw in 
a wayof Duty. Itis our Sin to negle@ it, 
and that attended with many Aggravati- 
ons. It is not a thing that we may attend 
unto Or omit as it ſeems convenient ; but it 
is required as 4 Duty of us, without which 
we cannot Glorific God in a due man- 
ner. 


He that is not daily exerciſed with pre- 
valent Thoughts aboat the preſent ways 
of God in the Approach of his Judgments, ' 
lives in ſuch & Neglett of Duty, as will 
bringin a Negligence and Coldneſs in all 
other Duties whatſoever ; for this is cer- 
tain, that when God calls unto any cſpe- 
cial Duty in an extraordinary way or man- 
ner, in any ſcaſon, thoſe by whom it is 
neglefted, are really cold, formal, and 
negligent in all other ordinary Duties 
whatever. That Grace which will not be 
excited unto eſpeciall Dutics on extraor- 
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dinary occaſions, is very lifcleſs in all other 
things. This is the beſt Note to try, if 
not the - Truth, yet | the Power of Grace. 
When it is in its vigor and due exerciſe, 
jt makes the Soul to be ready, inclinable and 
difpoſed unto all Intimations of the . Di- 
vine Will and Pleaſure ; as ſpeaks the 
Pſalmiſt 5 Thou ſhalt evide me by thine Eye 
and lead me with thy Counſel. He attended 
to cach- Look and Guidance of Divine 
Providence to comply with it, when 0- 
thers muſt be forced with firong Curvs 
and Brodles, like the Horſe and Aſule. 


2. It is ſuch a Duty, as whercunto re- 
al Wiſdom and Diligence are required. 
We think'it ncedful} to uſ& our Wiſdom 
about other things, our own Aﬀeairs - But 
in this it is moſt neceflary. The Yoice of 
the Lord crieth unto the City, the Mm of 
Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy Name ; Micah 6. 9- 
Ordinary, flight and tranfient Thoughts 
will not- anſwer. this Duty. Such, a!l men 
that are ſober cannot but have; and their 
Drſcourſe is anſwerable thereonto. But 
Confideration with Diligence and Pru- 
dence is required of us : Let thefe Teſti- 
monies be conſalted to this purpoſe, Pſal: 
65, '9, Dei. 12. 1o, Hof. 4. laſt. Fjal. 
I09, 43. Praycr, Study and Meditation 
arc 
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are all diligently to be engaged hercin. 


2, Takeheed of vain Confidences, Men 
are apt in ſuch ſeaſons, to fix on one thing 
or other, wherewith they relieve and ſup- 
port themſelves. And there is not any 
thing that is more effeftual to keep them 
off from this Duty, and the Frame of Spi- 
rit which is required in them. If you 
ſpeak with any man almoſt, you may with 
a little heed diſcover wherein his Confi- 
dence doth lie, and what it is that he truſts 
unto. But faith the Prophet unto ſack 
per! ſons, 1he Lord bath rejetted thy Conft- 
dences, and thou ſbalt not proſper in them, 
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There are ſundry ſorts of vain Cnf:- 
aences wherewith men are apt to relieve 
their Minds in ſach a ſeaſon, ſo as to coun- 
tenance themſelves in their Security and 
a Neglet of this eſpecial Duty. Two in 
particular I ſhall onely mention, as I do on- 
ly name the Heads of things, which _ 
be much enlarged. 


Thefirſt is ſome certain Priviledaery 
beta they truſt for an exemption from 
common Calamties : they are the Church, 
they are the People of God, they arc ſepa- 
rated 
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rated fromthe world, and perſecuted by 
it ; and hence there is a ſecret Reſerve in 
their Minds, that indeed they ſhall not be 
in trouble as other men. So was it with 
the Jews of old ; when they were threat- 
ned with the Judgments of God for their 
Sins, and called thereon to Repentance, 

juſtified themſelves in their ways, 
and deſpiſed all Divine warnings, on a 
Confidence they had in their Church-Pri- 
viledges. They cricd againſt the Prophet, 
The T emple of the Lord, the Temple of the 
Lord, the Temple of the Lord are theſe, and 
noevil ſhall come nigh us, 7er. 7. 4. And 
in confidence hereof, namely, that they 
were the Church, and enjoyed the Privt- 
ledges belonging thereunto , and the fo- 
lemn Worſhip of God thercin, they gave 
themſelves up unto a!l abominable Immo- 
ralitics, under an Aſſurance of Imnpunity 
by their _— as the prophet up- 
braids them, v. 3. 9. Behold ye truſt in 
lying words that cannot profit. Will you ſteal, 
murder, and commit Adultery, and ſwear 
faiſly, and burn Incenſe unto» Baal, and 
walk aſter other Gods whom ye know not 
and ſay you (ha! be delivered ! At this 
day all forts of men claim a Refage in 
their priviledges. Thoſe who deſign the 
Ruine of the Nation, and of all true Re- 
ligion 
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ligion therein, do it with Confidenve of 
Succeſs from hence, That they are the 
Church, That the Temple of God is with 
them, That all the priviledges belonging 
unto the Church are theirs, and fo are the 
Promiſes made nnto it. And ſuch is the 
infatuating Efficacy of their prejudicate 
peſwafion herein, that it hath had two 
marvellous Effetts ; the one againſt the 
Light of Nature, and the other againſt 
the Fundamental Principals of Religion. 


For firſt, Under the Influence of this 
confidence , they have engaged into as 
vile Immoralities as ever were perpetrated 
under the Sun. Murders Perſecution, A- 
faſſinations, Dying in Falſhoods, with a 
general Deſign to purſue the ſame ways 
unto the utmoſt, in the Deſtrudtion of 
multitudes of innocent perſons ; as th 
did formerly in Ire/and. But what if they 
do all thoſe Abtminations ? Yet they are 
the Church ; the promiſes and priviledges 
of it are theirs, and all they do is accept- 
cd with God ; a principal tending directly 
to the vileſt Atheiſm. 


Again, Although God in a marvellous, 
yea a miraculous manner, hath diſcover- 
cd and fruſtrated their Hellſh Deſigns- 
and 
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and brought many. of them- into the Pit 
they digged for others, yet they will ac- 
CCepr Or m0 Rebuie from God, but go On m 
an obſtinate Preſumption that they are the 
Church, and ſhall prevaile at laſt. And 
that Charch which ſhall prevail by theſe 
Means, no doubt they are. Some indeed 
pr highly ro be the Church, but they 

y claim, fo far as I can find, to no other 
Advantages thereby, but Dignities and 
Prometions. And others alſo are apt to 
relieve themſelves with this Confidence, 
that they are rhe People of God, and ſhall 
have an eſpecial intereſt in Deliverance on 
that Account. And1 ſay, far be it from 
me, to weaken any perſwaſion of Gods 
eſpecial Regard of thoſe that are truly his. 
God hath a peculiar People in the World, 
Ict the World ſcoffat it whilſt they pleaſe, 
unto whom all the Promiſes of the Scrip- 
ture, and all the Priviledges of the Church 
do belong. Theſe Promiſcs they ought 
to mix with Faith, and plcad before God 
continually and they ſhall be all accom- 
pliſhed towards them in the way and time 
of Gods appointment. Nor do any ſort 
of diſſenting Profeſhons, as they are cal- 
led, that I know of, appropriate this 
Right and Priviledge unto themſelves, un- 
to the excluſion of others; but extend it 
[9 
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to all who are ſincere Believers. But this 
is that which 1 fay concerning all ſorts of 
men. Thatif an Apprehenſion or Perſwa- 
ſion, that they are the Church or People of 
God, do keep them off from that =_— 
of Repentance and Reformation, whic 

God cals unto, it is a Confidence which 
God rejetteth, and in which they will not 
proſper. I defire to ask of any, Hath 
not the Church finned ? Have not Pro« 
feffors ſinned ? Are there not ſms among 
us againſt the Lord our God, proper unto 
our State, and according to our Meaſure ? 
If it be ſo, our being the People of God, 
any of us, if we are ſo, wlef we repent, 
doth only, as unto theſe Providential Difs 
penſations, expoſe us unto his juſt Severi- 
ty, for Tndg ment muſt beoin at the Houſe 
of God * if miſt beoin at uw. Take heed 
of this failing Reſerve : | have obſerved 
much Security to ariſe from henco, "and 
great Negligence of known Duties. - If 
you are the People of God, ybu had the 
more need to tremble at his Judgments, 
and at the Tokens of his difplcaſure. Efpe- 
cially __ it to be fo with . you at this 
Lay , when God ſeems in a peculiar man» 
ner to be diſpleaſed with the Rivers, as 
the Prophet ſpeaks, Hab. 3. 8. Thoſe 
who ſhould ſend forth ſtreams of refeſb» 
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ment unto the Nation. 'To me at preſent 
all chings appear in that condition, That 
there is no Reſerve left as unto publick 
Judgments, but only in Sovereign Grace 
and Mercy, to be waited for in a way of 
Repentance and Reformation. As unto our 
priviledges, God ſpeaks unto us , as he did 
to the people of old, concerning their Or- 
naments, Exod. 33. 5. Put them off, that 1 
may what to do unto you. We are to 
lay aſide our pleas and pretences, beta- 
king our ſelves to Sovercign Grace and 
Mercy alone. 


2. Another Ground of vain confidence 
may be, an wnjuſt Expettation of ſuch an 
Accompliſhment of Scrypture-Promiſes, Pro- 
pheſies and Predittions, as are net applicable 
weito our preſent Condition. 


It is undeniable that there are ſuch Pro- 
miſes, propheſies and predictions concern- 
ing the Deliverance of the Church , the 
Ruine of its Adverſaries, the Glory and 
Beauty of the Kingdom of Chriſt, as thoſe 
intended. For although the moſt of that 
kind in the old Teſtament, are of a Spi» 
ritual Interpretation, and have their Ac» 
compliſhment in all the Ele& in every Age, 


whatever be their outward State and Con- 
dition 
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dition ; yet that there are ſuch alſo as corn- 
cern the Srare 4 the Church in this World, 
and the Ruine of all its Antichriſtian Ene- 
mes, with Peace and Glory enſuing theres 
on, cannot bedenied. 


And concerning them, we may obſerve 
ſundry things, that we may not abuſe them 
into vain and growndleſs Confidences in ſuch 
a Scaſon this as is. 


1. That we ought to have a firm Faith 
of their Accompliſhment in their pr 
Seaſon. The Rule of them all is that of 
the Prophet ; / the Lord will haſten it in 
bis time, Iſai. 60. 22. As it is alſo, Hab. 
2. 2, 3. Though they ſeem to be prolong- 
ed and #arry beyond their proper ſeaſon, 
yet they have their fixed and determinate 
time, beyond which they ſhall not tarry. 
-- ox things 1 would offcr on this Oc 
calion. 


1, That wearc not only ro believe their 
Accompliſhment, but to be in the Actual 
Exerciſe of Faith about it. For without 
this, we ſhall want a great ſupportment 
of paticnt long-ſuffcring in every time-of 
Trial. And by this Faith do we takeio 
the Power and Comfort of things _ 
ſe 
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fed; things not aftually enjoyed. For Faith 
is the Subſtance of things hoped for, Heb. 11, 
1, that which gives a previous ſubliſtance 
in the Mind and Soul, as unto the benefit 
and comfort of themy of the things hoped 
for. And thoſe whoſe Minds are exerciſed 
unto theſe things, do 'know what benefit 
they have by ſuch a preception of them. 
T hey are carryed ſometimes by a way of 
believing into Communion with them who 
lived in the Old World, as they had with 
us in the expeGation of what we enjoy ; and 
into the ſame kind of Communion with 
thoſe who herafter ſhall enjoy the accom- 
pliſhment of thoſe Promiſcs which may be 
yet afar off, | 


2, This Faith ought to be: moſt firm 
when all- things ſeem to conſpire in- ren- 
dring the Accompliſhment of ſuch Promi- 
ſes not only improbable, but alſd impoſh. 
ble, as unto preſent outward Cauſes, asir 
the State of things at this day in the world. 
There areno viſible or appearing means'of 
the fulfilling avy of them ; yea the whole 
World is joyned in a conſpiracy to defeat 
them ; bur true Faith riſeth againſt thoſs 
Oppoliions, and is prevalent again(t then 
all. 
For having God alouc, his Power, Faith 
fulneſs 
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fulaeſs. and Truth for its Objed, ie values 
hot the Oppoſition that men, can make as 
gainſt therhn. That ſhall be done in this 
kind, which God is able to do, let men do 
what they pleaſe. God laughs all their 
proud Attempts to ſcorn, and ſo may the 
Virgin Daughter of S108 alſo. 


2"Ttis' our Duty to pray for the accom- 
pliſhment of all the Promiſes and Predittions 
that, are on Record in the book of God 
concerning the Kingdom of Chriſt and his 
Church in this World. God will do theſe 
things, yet for all of. them, he will be 
ſought unto by the houſe of Iſrael, This 
hath been the Pradtice of Believers-in all 
ages both under the Old Teſtament and 
the New, - Prayer for. the accompliſhment 
of Promiſes, hath been the Life-breath of 
the Church in all Ages ; and Faith- hereb 
brings in great refreſhment unto the Soul. 
And-the greateſt Evidence of its approach 
will be a plentiful effuſion of the holy Spi- 
rit in the hearts of Believers, be they few 
or more at any tume in the World, ftirring 
them up and xrptng them to pray effe- 
Quually and fervently for their accomplith- 
ment, a$ in the Example of Daniel, Chap, 
9, 1, 2, 3- Wherefore, 
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3: There are three things conſiderable 
in ſuch Promiſes and PrediQtions. 


1. The Grace and Mercy that is in 
them, 
2. The ſuitableneſs of that Grace and 


Mercy unto the State of Believers at any 
time. 


3. The Litteral Acconpliſhment of them 
in their oatward Chae. The two 
former belong unto us at all times, and 
we may plead with God in Faith, for the 
Efiedts of them in all our Trials and Di- 
ſtreſſes. 


With reſpe& hereunto, it is, that the 


e of God have Faith in him agai 
the World, with all their Enemies and Op- 


prefſors, which they have been fo re- |, 


proached withal, ws the Lord Chriſt was 
with his Faith unto the ſame Purpoſe, Pſal. 
22, 8, Whenthing: ſeem to go evil with 


Lord Chriſt was upon the Croſs, 
World is ready to approach them 
their Confidence in God, and there 
vg themſclvesto be his People 3 
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faint not herein” However things ma 


for a. ſeaſon, Gay are ſecur'd of the 
Gowns and Mercy which is the Promiſes, 
which arc ſuited unto all their Wants; all 
that they can defire abſolutely ; yea, their 
full Deliverance, when it is beſt for : 
But, 


4. Remember, That as unto the 
plication of the Accompliſhment of ſuch 
Promiſes and Predictions in their outward 
Effetts, unto certain Times and Scaſons, 
many have been wofully miſtaken, which 
hath been the Ground and occaſion of 
ſcandalous Miſcarriages : The World hath 
ſcarce ſeen greater ou of Sin and 
Wickedneſs - that have countenan- 
ced by this Pretence,. that ſuch or ſuch a 
time was now come, and that therein ſuch 
and ſuch things were to be done by thoſe 


| who made ſuch Interpretations. and Appli- 
| $ 


cations. For when ſuch a Conceit 

the Minds of men, it ſets them looſe 
from all Rulcs but their own. Inclinations 
And many have from fuch Apprehenſions 
fallen under ſad and ſcandalous diſappoin 
ments. V Vherefore, | 


Such an Expeltation or Confidence of 
the Everts of Promiſes, Progheſes, ond 
K 2 C- 
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Predidtions, as hinders men from epply- 
ing their- Minds throughly unto | the pre- 
ſent” Datics that God calls for, is hcedful- 
ly 46 be watched againſt. I haye heard 
many arguing and pleading for the 
ftrenpthening of ſuch Conftidences, but I 
never ſaw good eftet of them ; they pleaſe 
for the preſcut, they profit not. 


The Story of the Prophets Jeremiab 
ind Hananiah, is applicable in this caſe, 
Fer.” 28. -And''is certain that before the 
Final -Deftrudtion of Himruſalem, that 
Which principally hardened the People un- 
to ther 2 by nine; fo as hey would 
hearken ntither to the Voice of nor 
man for their ſafety, was a -Preſumption 
they had, that at chat rime their Meſſiah 
would come and fave them, 


6. Few know of what fort that D 
the Lord will be; which they deſire, long 
for an expet. We: know how it proved 
unto the Church of the Fews, Mal. 2- 1. 2; 
A Day may be coming, which, although 
it may be a glorious Iſſue, "yer 'it may 
conſame all the Hopes that men have tre: 
ſured upin their expeQtation of it. + But 
will not touch farther on theſe things 
My Delign is only to take us all off fre ; 

ſuc 
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ſuch vain' Confidences,, as may obſtry4 us 
in a diligent attendange” unto thoſe Duties, 
which God at this ſeaſon calls us unto ; 
which ſhall be declareg. immediately, 


3- Some place their Conhidenge 4a 1/c- 
cret Reſerves which they have in them- 
ſelves, that however it go with others, 
yet they ſball eſcape well enough. _ They 
arerich, and they intend to be wiſe « they 
intend not to be ingaged in any thing G- 
vil or Religious, that ſhould prejudice 
them: ig. their Poſſeſſions : whil ; things 
paſs at the cheap rate of talkipg, they 
will be like unto others but when T rials 
come, they will make afafe Retreat. We 
have their character and their Doom, Ze; 
28, 15, 17, 18. 


4. A Fourth Dize&tion for our -Deport- 
ment in ſuch a ſcaſon is, T hat we dligent:y 
conſider and ſearch axr own hearts, and 8): 
to:find aut and underſtand bow it is verween 
God and our Souls; iÞ bas Lnredtiontes gi- 
veh ns Lam. (3. 39-1409 Wherefoart dot a 
lroing man complains; #s man for the punesjh- 
ment of. bus Sins ! Let ws ſearch art try our 
Ways, and taru a#ginito the Lords, When 
Trials and Puniihments draw vighg, or 
are upon us, it is notour Buſineſs not Dir 
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ty to lie complaining under them, but fo to 
ſearch and try our Ways, as to thyn unto the 
Lord. This is the firſt word of the voice 
of God in approaching Judgments, Search 

elves, aw bearts and Ways 
Tn bs with you. At ſuch a £ on 
to paſs by the conſideration of onr ſelves, 
of our State, of our VValk, of our Atti- 
ons, in an ordinary manner, or with 
flight or common thoughts, is to deſpiſe 
the Voice of God. God ſpeaks aloud, the 
Voice of God cryeth winio the City; he doth 
ſo the ways before-mentioned ; he 

articulatcly, diſtinaly, fo as that a 
man of Wiſdom may ſee bu Name, and 
know his mind z he ſpeaks unto us; and 
ſays, Search now your ſelves. 


And in- this Search, reſpe&t is to be had 


1- In general, Search into your Stare 
and Condition 7 try whether it be built on 
a good foundation z on the Rock by Faith z 
or on the Sand, by Profeſſion only ; whe- 
ther it will hold his Trial, who will bring 
it tothe Refiners fire ; He ſhall ſlay the Hy- 
poerite with the breath of his month. And 
APIS ull Diſcoveries will be made of 
the falſe and rotten States of men o__ 
£ 
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the Lords day of Trial ſhall come- This 
is one certain End of a fiery Trial ; name- 
ly, to diſcover and conſume the Profeſſion 
of Hypecrites, as hath been done in part 
already. 


2, With reſpe@tunto thoſe Ways and 
Sins which are the peculiarly provoking fins 
of Churches and Profefors ; ſuch as the 
Lord Chriſt teſtificth his Difpleaſure a- 
paint in them, and which may have as 
great an influence into the pocurement of 
_ Judgments, as the more flagiti- 
ous Sins of open Sinners : ſuch are Decay: in 
Love, Zeal and Fruits of Obedience, want of 
Delight, VVarmth Life in the Ordi- 
nances of * Goſpel-VVorſhip : with Pride, 
Elation of Mind, Self-conceit, and Bar- 
renneſs in good VVorks. If we would 
know what are the Sins in Churches and 
Profeſſors, that the Lord Chriſt is fo dif- 
leaſed with us, ws to threaten his departing 

m them, we cannot better learn it, than 
in the Declaration of his Mind which he 
makes unto the Churches of Aſia, Rev. 2, 
and 3. And theſeare the things which he 
chargeth on them : For | under 
the Capacities of Church-Members and 
Profeſſors, to content themſelves with 
ſuch a Starch of their outward Adtions 
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and Duties, of all ſorts, Religious, Mo- 
ral and Civil, as none may juſtly caſt blame 
upon them, it know way, anſwers the ſearch 
that God calls them unto, How is it as 
unto the inward frame of the heart ? 
What is the vigour and power of Faith 
and Love in you ? how do they at them- 
ſelves ; what is your real delight in_ the 
ways of God ? Where is your Fruitfulneſs 
in works of Charity and Mercy ? VVhere 
is your readineſs to forgive your Enemies ? 
Are there no Failings, no Decays in theſe 
things ? Are there no Indiſpolitions, 
Deadneſs and Coldneſs in Dutics, grown 
upon you ? How is it as unto conſtant Me- 
ditation on ſpiritual things, and. the Wang 
our Aﬀettions on things that arc above 
'Vith reſpe& unto theſe things, ought 
we to ſearch our ſelves diligently 1n rack a 
Day as this is ; and if we find our-ſclves 
under Decays in them, let us know of a 
truth that God calls us unto Repentance 
or pain of his higheſt Diſplecaſure, 


For our parts, we cannot ſearch intoy, 
we cannot judge the hearts of others, any 
other way but by the Application of © the 
Word vnto their Conſciences. But IL muſt 
needs fay, That if mens outward Adtirx 
C5 be an Indication of the inward a 
0! 
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of their. Minds, 'thiete is, reaſon enotgh 
for the moſt of us to be jealous over our 
ſelves herein. | 


2, With reſpe& unto your Calingy, 
Circumſtances and Inclinations, and the 
Sins that are peculiar. unto them. There 
are Sins. which are very apt to infinvate 
themſelves into the Callings” and Crone, 
ſtances of men, both of high and low de- 
gree, that do eaſily beſet them ; as Hard- 
neſs, Oppreſſion, Severity and Unmetti-, 
fulneſs, in thoſe that are great, and have 
large Poſſelhons ; and Deceit, Equivoca- 
tions, Over-reaching, in thoſe of * more 
ordinary Employments. 1 ſpeak not 'of 
theſe at preſent : They are of the num- 
ber of thoſe which go before-hand unto Tudg-. 
ment : But theſe things, namely, mens 
Callings , Circumſtances and Inclinajos 
are apt to influence their Mind with vici- 
ous Habits, and to render their ways crdok:- 
ed. Pride of Life, Self-Conteit, nephs- 
gence m bely Duties, Deſterupered pos 
and Luſts, devouring Carts ,carnal Feats, 
with other hurtful Evils, do ſpting, fron 
theſe things, if not watched apainft. "In 
reference unto them therefore are we cal- 
led t6 ſearch our ſelves in Day wherein 
God is pleading with 'us. With refpedt 
unto 
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unto them we to be exceding jea- 
lous over our ſelves ;, for verily they have 
rendred the VVays and VValkings of the 
Generality of Profeflors a great provo- 
cation unto Chriſt Jeſus. 


4+ In an eſpecial manner with a reſpe& 
unto Love of the World, and conformi 
thereunto. This is that which the Lo 
Jeſus Chriſt will not alwaics bear withal in 
his Churches; for it lies in oppoſition un- 
to the whole work of Faith, and all the 
Precepts of the Goſpel ; It is not againſt 
this or that Command only, but it is a- 
gainſt the whole Deſign of the Goſpel, 
and the Grace adminiſtred therein. 


Now at preſent concerning our outward 
Conformity unto the VVorld there needs 
no great Search to be made - it is open 
and evident unto all ; ſo that as unto At- 
tire, Faſhions, manner of ordinary Con- 
verſe, Miſpence of Time, Feaſtings of 
rich ones, and Jolitics, there is little dif- 
ference left between Profeſſors and the 
World, which God will not long bear 
with them in; eſpecially not in thoſe who 
have increaſed their wealth in, and grown 
into Conformity with the VVorld, whilſt 
others under the ſame Profeſſion, _ 

en 
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been harraſſed, impriſoned, impoveriſhed, 
and ruined by the V Vorld. And as for «s- 
ordinate Love unto the V Vorld, I haveſj 
ken ſo often to it, treated ſo much of ity 
that I ſhall not here again inſiſt upon it : [| 
ſhall only ſay, that when men grow proud, 
high-minded, and value themſelves ac- 
cording to the increaſe of their earthly 
Enjoyments, and think themſelves wrong- 

if others do not alſo ſo value them, it 
is in vain for them to pretend that their 
hearts do not inordinately cleave unto the 
VVorld, and the things of it. 


The Self-Searching is the firſt Duty we 
are at this ſeaſon "4 unto ; and if we 
are negligent or overly herein, we ſhall 
not anſwer the Mind and V Vill of God in 
any one Duty or Inſtance of any other 
kind. VVe are therefore herein to call in 
God and Men unto our Aid and Aſſiſtance 
asalſo to ſtir up our ſelves unto it with 
Diligence and Perſeverance. Sathe Pſal- 
miſt, leſt, he ſhould not be able to 

diligent effetual Examination of himſelf 
and his ways, cries unto God, to ſearch 
and try bim, that he might be known unto 
himſa, eſpecially oi reſpe&t unto any 
evil way of Sin or wickednels, Pſal. 139. 
23, 24. 50 weougatto ory for freſh Com- 
munications 
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munſearions of the Holy Spirit of God in 
his* canvincine Efficacy, to acquaint us 
bghly with our ſelves, and to deliver 
us: from all ſelf-deceivings in this matter. 
For when we gorabour this Search, .@ thou- 
ſand Pretences' and' arguings will arſe, to 
the Concealment or Countenance of Self 
and Sin, againſts Diſcovery and Purſuit. 
Nothing can remove and ſcatter them, but 
the power of the Holy Spirit ating} in his 
convincing Efficacy. The whole Deceit 
of the heart in ſuch a ſcaſon will | be put 
forth, to hide, palliate, excuſe and coun- 
tenance ſuch Frames and attings as ought 
to be ſeized on-and brought to Judgment. 
There is need of the Caridle of the Lord 
ro ſrarth the nward parts of the Belly, Prov. 
20. 27. of Spiritgal Light, 'to look into 
the ſecret receſſes of the Mind'and affedti- 
ons, to diſcover - what is amiſs - in them. 
And there is need of Spiritual Strength, 
to cat downall.the Srong bolds and For- 
tifications'of Sin,” which will-be all ſer up 
at ſuch atime, and will not be /\demsliſhed 
or ſcattered withont powerfull aftings of 
Grace. This therefore in the firſt place, 
we are to apply our ſelves unto, i we in- 
tend any Succeſs inthis work of Self-Exa- 
mination. 


So 
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So alſo are we to pray, that the Word 
in the Preaching and Diſpenſation of it, 
may be cffeftual unto. the:@me- Eng, that 
we may find it quick and powerfull, . 46 
12. thatit may ſo judge the Secrets of our 
Heat, 1 Cor. r44:12y;:. that we mayfall 
down and judge our delves: alſo. To hide 
our ſelves at ſuch a ſeaſon;” , from the pow- 
cr of. the Word, is'an open Evidence of 
a ruining Security, 


4 


This Work: in'theufe'of theſe Means, 
is to becalled over-and perliſted in, 'if we 
deſign-a Compliance with the preſent/Calls 
of God, or an Endeavour to be fonnd! of 
him in Peace, when he cometh, 


5. Tobedeeply humbled before the Lovd 
for our own Sins, with. a Relinquiſhmente 
of them all thereon, is the principal part 
of our Duty in this Seaſon. - This the whole 
Scripture. teſtifieth -unto, | ſpeaking of theſe 
things, Without this, all that we do, or 
can do, ſignifies nothing/as unto a compli- 
ance with the Calls of God. This is the 
End of the Search before infiſted on. We 
are to find out, to know every one the 
Plagxe, the ſtroke, the Diſeaſe” of his 
own 


( 142.) 
own Heart, fo as to be humbled before the 
Lord for it. 


And, unto this Humiliation it is requi- 


1. That it be internal and ſencere. There 
is an Humiliation commonly expreſſing it 
ſcif in the Obſervation Days of F aſt- 
ing and Prayer, which oftentimes us but the 
- net down of the Head like a Bulruſb for 
« Day. However, it may be ſo carried 
ſometimes, as to divert or prolong the 
Execution of threatned Judgments : But 
that which God requireth of us, is to be 
in the fixed Aﬀeftions of the Heart, VVhen 
the Lord Chriſt comes to enjoyn Repent- 
ance and Reformation, he gives himſelf 
that Title, I am be that ſearcheth the Reins 
and Hearts, Rev. 2. 23. It isan internal 
hidden work, which he looks after in our 
Humiliation for Sin. So faith Davidin 
the ſame Caſe; Thou requireſt Truth in the 
inward parts, Plal. Fi. Truth or Sinceri- 
ty inthe Aﬀettions, is that which God re- 
gards in our Humiliation ; which anſwers 
the Charge in the Prophet, Rend your 
Hearts, and not your Garments : Inward 
Power, not outward Signs, are accepted 
with God in this Matter. Let us every 
one 
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one take it on” our own Souls, every one 
charge his own Gonſcience in private with 
the performance of this Duty : God will 
bear no longer with Pretences ; no out- 
ward Appearances or evanid AﬀeCtions in 
a temporary Humiliation for 4 Day, 
though in the Obſervation of the moſt 
folemn Duties, A on ſuch a Day, 
will anſwer the Mind of God hercin. 
For 


2. It muſt be extraordinary. Humilia- 
tion for our own Sins, is a Duty conſtantly 
incumbent on us. To walk humbly with 
God, is the principal thing that he _—— 
of us in this world, AMicah 6. 9. Hereof 
Self-Abaſement in a ſence of Sin is the 
Life and Soul, the Principle of all other 
Ads and Duties belonging thereunto. But 
when the Calls of God are extraordinary, as 
they are at this day, it is neceſſary that we 
attend hereunto in an extraordinary man- 
ner. Failing in the neceflary degrees of a 
Duty, renders it ineffeQual and unaccept- 
able. If as unto Times and Seaſons, 
VVays, Means and Manner of this Duty, 
we do not apply our ſclves unto it with 
more than ordinary diligence, and with 
great intention of Mind, we fail in what 
is expeated from us. Todeal with God 
on 
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op extraordinary Occaſions, in an ordinary 
frame of Spirit, is to deſpiſe him, of ar- 

ues at Icaſt no duc Reverence of him in 
bis Judgments, nor a due apprehenſions of 
our own Concerns iu them. 


$4. It is required that Humiliation for 
Sin be accompanied with a Relinguiſhment 
of Sin : He that confeſſeth his Sins, and 
forſaketh them, ſhall find Mercy. Confef- 
fion is grown a cheap and calic Labour, 
whether it be read out of & Book,, or dif- 
charged by vertue of Spiritual Gifts. Hu: 
miliation pd wears when it is not ; 
and expreſſe , when it is tranſitor » no 
way anſwering the Mind and Will of God. 
But the real Relinquiſbment of finful frames, 
ſinful ways, ſinful negle&ts, can neither be 
pretended, nor repreſented better than it is. 
He that thinks he hath zobing to forſake, 
no evil way, no ſinfull negligence, no frame 
of Heart, will be awakened to a better 
kowledge of himſelf, when it is too late. 
This we may thereforc cvidently try our 
ſelves by ; what real Change hath there 
been in us, in compliance with. the Calls 
of God? what have we relinquiſhed in 
our ways, frames or attings ?_ what vain 
thoughts are utterly excluded, whereunto 
we have given entertainment ? what Paffi- 
ons 


© 
C 
E 
n 
h 
v 
ri 
Oo 
h 
tt 
d 
o 
C 


( 145 ) 
ors or Aﬀettions have been reduced irito 
Order, which have ' exceeded their due 
Bounds and Meaſures * what vain Com- 
munication, formerly accuſtomed unto, 
hath been watched againſt and prevented? 
what Diſhmulation in Love hath been cu- 
red or caſt out ? what itregular aQtings in 
our Perſons, Families or Occaſions of Life 
have been forſaken ? An Enquiry into 
theſe things, will give us real, ſenſible Evi- 
dence, whether our Humiliation for our 


own Sins be compliant with the preſent 
Calls of God. 


6- Another Duty of the Seaſon is, That 
we mourn for the Sins of others ;, of thoſe 
eſpecially in whom we are Providentially 
concerned ; as Relations, Churches, the 
whole People of the Land of our Nativi- 
ty, with whom we are engaged by mani- 
fold Bonds and Mcans of Conjunion. It 
is well known that this ſincere Mourning 
forthe Sins of the Places and Times where- 
in we live, of the People and Churches 
whereunto we do — is eminently ap- 
proved of God, anda Token unto them- 
ſelves, in whom that ſence 1s, of Delive- 
rance in a Day — Euck, 9. 4. 93 


6. Tohave Minds _ eſs aud —— 
0 
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of the Sins of other Men, is 4 great Evi- 
dence of want of Sjneerity in our Profcſh. 
on of the Deteſtation of Sin. Many Pre- 
tences there are of it ; as that they will 
not hear us, we arc not concerned in them ; 
That they are wicked Encmics of God, 
and the worſe they are, the mote will their 
Deſtrudtion be haſtencd : By ſuch Preten- 
ces do men deceive their Souls intoa neg- 
let of this Duty, yea, unto provoking Sin 
ſuch as this 1s, 


It is a Matter of Sorrow unto them that 
truly fear God, and have any Concern- 
ment in his Glory, or the lm of 
Chriſt, that the whole VVarld, ſo far as 
we know, is filled with all abominable 
provoking Sins ; it hies under 4 Deluge of 
Sin, as it lay of old under a Flood of Wa- 
ters; only here and there appcareth an 
Ark , that is carricd above it. AAtbei/m, 
Anti-Scripturiſm, Diſbelief af Goſpel-My- 
fteries, Contempt of the Religion which they 
themſelves profeſs, hos, all ſorts of 
Chriſtians, the Loff of all Publich, Faith 
and Truſt, wich a Litter of unclean Luſts 
Ambition, Pride, Covetouſneſ, in many 
who have the outward Condudt of 
the Church, have ſpread themſelves = 
enc 
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the face of- the Earth. VVhen God thus 
deals with the World, when he gives it 
up unto this open profligate Exceſs which 
now abounds in it, it becomes unto all 
that truly fear him, a Place of Darkneſs 
and Sorrow, which calls for a mourning 
Frame of Heart. 


It is ſo much more as unto the Land of 
our Nativity. From a Conjuodtion with 
this People in Blood, Language, Manners, 
Laws Civil Intereſts, Relations, ariſmg 
from the common Law of Nativity, in a 
Place limited and bounded by Providence 
unto eſpecial Ends, we cannot but have a 
great concernment in their Good or Evil. It 
is greater from hence, that the ſame true 
Religion hath been profeſſed in the whole 
Nation, with innumerable Priviledges ac- 
companying it. 


On theſe and the like Conliderations, 
the whole Nation is laid under the ſame 
Law of Providence for Good or evil. 


In the Sin therefore of this People we 
are in @ peculiar manner concerned z and 
ſhall be ſo in their Swferings. 


Lf Whether 
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Whether Sin abound in theLand at pre- 
ſent, we have already made Enquiry ; and 
nothing, ſpoken before, ſhall be repeated. 
if ne hb. not a ſenſe of theſe Provoca- 
tions, if we endeavour not to affe(t our 
Hearts with them, and mourn over them, 
we are very remote from that frame which 


God calls unto. - 


And this - Mournins for the Cans? of "'® 
thers from a double Spring _ 


Zeal for the Glory of God. 


2. Compaſſion for the Souls of Men ;; 
yea, for the woful calamitons State and 
Condition which is coming upon them, even 
in this World, 


Surely thoſe who are true Believers can- 
not but be concerned in all the Concerns of 
the Glory of God. If in aff ow Aﬀeitti- 
ons he is Afﬀutted, in all the ſufferings of 
his Glory, we ought to ſuffer. In the 
bleſſed Direftion given us for our Prayers, 
as unto what we ought to pray for, that 
which in the firſt place is preſcribed, as 
that which principally and eminently we 
ought to inliſt on, is the Glory of God - 
re 
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the SantTification of 'his Name, the pro* 
greſſive Coming of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and the Accompliſhmens of his VVill 
by the Obedience of men in the 
world. If we are ſincere herein, if we 
are fervent in theſe Supplications, is it 
nothing unto us, when all rheſe things are 
quite contrary amongſt us ? when the 
Name of God is blaſphemed, and all 
things whereon he hath placed his Name 
arederided ; when the whole /nternal Inter- 
\eſt and Kingdom of Chriſt are oppoſed, and 
the ourward Conre of the Temple, given 
Every where to be trodden down of the 
Gentiles ? when all manner of Sins a- 
bound in oppoſition unto the Will and 
Commands of God ; when the Earth is 
almoſt as unlike unto Heaven, as Hell 
it ſelf ; js their nothing to be mourued 
for herein ? VVe are for the moſt part 
ſelfiſh, and ſo it may go well with our 
ſelves, according to the extent of our Re- 
lations and Circumſtances, we are not 
reatly moved with what befals others, 

F here is Evil enough herein ; but ſhall 
we be moreover ſo minded towards 7e- 
ſus Chriſt, that whilſt we are in ſafety, 
we care not though his Concernments 
are in the utmoſt hazard ? Do we love 
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Whether Sin abound in theLand at pre- 
ſent, we have already made Enquiry ; and 
nothing, ſpoken before, ſhall be repeated. 
if hes not a ſenſe of theſe Provoca- 
tions, if we endeavour not to aft our 
Hearts with them, and mourn over them, 
we are very remote from that frame which 
God calls unto. 


And this Mourning for the Sins of ©<- 
thers from a double Spring 


Zeal for the Glory of God. 


2. Compaſſion for the Souls of Men ; 
yea, for the woful calamitous State and 
Condition which is coming upon them, even 
in this World, 


Surely thoſe who are true Believers can- 
not but be concerned in all the Concerns of 
the Glory of God. If in aff ow Aﬀeitti- 
ons he is Aﬀutted, in all the ſufferings of 
his Glory, we ought to ſuffer. In the 
bleſſed Direftion given us for our Prayers, 
as unto what we ought to pray for, that 
which in the firſt place is preſcribed, as 
that which cincipally and eminently we 
ought to inliſt on, is the Glory of God = 
te 
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the Sanftification of 'his Name, the pro” 
greſſrve Coming of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and the Accompliſhmens of his VVill 
by the Obedience of men in the 
world. If we are ſincere herein, if we 
are fervent in theſe Supplications, is it 
nothing unto us, when all rheſe things are 
quite contrary amongſt us ? when the 
Name of God is blaſphemed, and all 
_—_ whereon he hath placed his Name 
arederided ; when the whole /nternal Inter- 
eſt and Kingdom of Chriſt are oppoſed, and 
the outward Court of the Temple, given 
every where to be trodden down of the 
Gemiles ? when all manner of Sins a- 
bound in oppoſition unto the Will and 
Commands of God ; when the Earth is 
almoſt as unlike unto Heaven, as Hell 
it ſelf ; js their nothing to be mourued 
for herein ? VVe are for the moſt part 
ſelfiſh, and ſo it may go well with our 
elves, according to the extent of our Re- 
lations and Circumſtances, we are not 
reatly moved with what befals others, 

here is Evil enough herein; but ſhall 
we be moreover ſo minded towards 7e- 
ſus Chriſt, that whilſt we are in ſafery, 
we care not though his Concernments 
are in the utmoſt hazard ? Do we love 
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the Name of God, the Ways of God, 
the Glory of God in his Kingdom and 
Rule, we cannot bat be deeply affedted 
with the ſuffering of them all im theſe 
Days. 


The other Spring of this Mourmng- 
Frame, is Compaſhon for the Souls of Sim- 
ners, and their Perſons alſo in the Ap* 
proach of Calamitous Deſolations. 


I am haſteuing to an End, and cannot 
init on theſe things : This only 1 ſhall 
ſay, He that can take a Proſpe& of the 
cternaily miſerable Condition of Moulti- 
tudes among whom we live, and the ap- 
proaching Miſeries, which, without Re- 
pentance and Reformation will not be a- 
voided, and not ſpend ſome Tears on 
them, hath a Hcart like a Flint or Ada- 
mant, that is capable of no Impreſſ. 
on. 

7. It is a Seaſon wherein we are called 
to a diligent, heedfull Atrcndance unto 
the Duties of owr Stations Places and 
Callings. Duties in our Church-Relati- 
ons, Dutics in our Families ; Duties in 
our Callings and manner of Converſation 
in 


Land 
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in the World. This is the Advice given 
by the Apoſtle, with reſpe@ unto ſuch a 
ſeaſon, 2 Fet. 3, 13, 14- Secing that all 
theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner 
of Perſons onght ye to 'bt, in all maſher. of 
Converſation and Godlineſs : Wherefore be 
diligent that you may be found of him in 
peace, without ſpot and blemiſh. Without 
a ſacred Diligence in all theſe Duties, we 
canot be found in peace of the Lord 
Chriſt when he comes to judge the world, 
and purific his Church with a fiery T ral. 


Nepligence, Coldneſs and Sloth in theſe 
things are Tokens of approaching Judp- 
ments. And of ſome of them art this 
day the Generality of Profeſſors ſeem-to 
be almoit weary of, and to attend unto 
them in a very indifferewt and overly 
manner. Put we may know affuredly, 
that if we thrive not in our Diligence 
in theſe things, if the vigour of our 
Spirits in Watchfulnefs 'be not engaged 
in them, we are not compliant with the 
preſent Calls of God. 


8. It is required of us that we cry 
earneſtly, continually, with preſerverance, 


for ſach an Effuſion of the Holy Spirit from 
above, 
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above, as may diſpoſe and work the Inha- 
bitants of the Land unto Repentance and 
Reformation. 


That this is the only Way, the only 
Means of Releif, of a andifies Delive- 
rance from Deſolating Judgments. hath 
been declared. And this is the only Way 
which ſome of us have to help and aſſiſt the 
Nation in its Diſtreſs. Wherefore by a 
conſtant continuance in Supplication for 
ſuch Eff uſuon of the Holy Sparit, we (hall 
have a threefold Advantage. 


1, We ſhall hereby diſcharge the Duty 
we owe wnto the Land of owr Nativuy, in 
ſuch a way as none can deny or hinder. 


We owe a Duty unto it on all good 
Accounts, Moral, Political, Spiritual. 
We are, for the moſt of us, ſhut up from 
giving any other Aſſiſtance unto it, by Ad- 
vice, Counſel, or Adtion ; this 1s that 
which none can hinder ; wherein the poor- 
eſt may be as uſcful and ſerviceable as the 
Mighty. And if | be diligently attended 
unto, it will be far above whatever can 
be contributed by Wiſdom, Wealth or 
Strength unto the ſame End. For by 
this 
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this Means we ſhall be ſaved or periſh. 


2. It will preſerve our own Hearts in the 
beſt frame for what we our ſelves may be 
called unto. He that is carneſt and fm- 
cere in his Supplications for the Commu- 
nication of the Spirit unto others, ſhall 
not want bleſſed ſupplies of him in his own 
Soul : He will not withdraw from them, 
as unto themſelves, who ſo eſteem, prize 
and value his V Vork towards others. 


3. VVe fhall hereby give Teſtimony unto 
God and his Grace, againſt the curſed Pro- 
phaneneſs of the world ; who reje&t and 
deſpiſe this only Means of Relief and De- 
liverance : For when all other Remedies 
fajl , if God will not utterly forſake a 
Church or People, he doth conſtantly af- 
ſign this, as the only Means of their Safe- 
ty. Sec Jer. 31. 31, 32. 33. Ezek.11. 175 
13, 19. Chap. 36. 25, 26, 27. This way 
the VVorld deſpiſeth, regardeth not ; 
wherefore we can in nothing give a great- 
er Teſtimony uno God, than by inſiſting 
on this way, with Faith and Patience, 
contemning the Reproaches of the world, 
on the Account of it. 


9. Lect 
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9. Let us labour our ſelves to be exem- 
plary in Ref rmation, thereby to promote 
it among others. Let us plead and.exhort 
what we will, unleſs we give an Evidence 
in our own perſons, of the necelſity which 
we judge that there is of preſent Reforma- 
tion, we (hall we be of little Uſe untothe 
Promotion of it. 


Many Retrenchments of Liberty in 
Converſation may be made among the beſt 
of us ; many Dutics may be attended 
with more diligence ; many Cauſes of Of- 
fence avoided z many Evidences given of 


a deep ſence of deſerved Judgments, and 
of our Reverence of the Name of God 
thorcin 3 much Fruitfulneſs in Charity 
and good works be declarcd, 


| have hcard, that in the Country, 
where a man is looked on to be a wiſe 
man, and a 500d Huſoand, among his N eigh- 
bours, they will mire the remes of tis 
Plowing, Sowing and manu» ing his Ground, 
and not undertike any thiig, until they 
find him going before them in it, And if 
men are looked, on in a Pp culiar mancr as 
Profeſſors of Reli110n at ſuch a time as this, 
under 
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under Calls and Warnings from God Tor=” 
Repentance and Reformation, the Eyes **% 
of other men will be towards them, to ſee 
what they do on this Occaſion. And if 
they find - Sr unto all outward Appear- 
ance, careleſs and negligent, they will 
judge themſelves unconcerned, and abide 
in their Security. Wherefore, ſo far as | 
know, if ſuch perſous be not exemplary, 
not only in Repentance. But alſo 1n the 
Evidence and Demonſtration of it, by its *"% 
outward Fruits, they may be, and are the 
great Obſtrudters of the Reformation of 
the Cities, Towns and places wherein 
they do inhabit ; nor tan any contract 
the Guilt of a greater Sin. And if God 
ſhould bring an overflowing Scourge on 
the Inhabitants of this Land, becauſe they 
have not turned unto him at his Calls, it is 
moſt righteous that they ſhould ſhare 'in 
the Judgment alſo, who were an Occaſion - |. 
of their Continuance ih Security ; a Mat» {/ 
ter we have all juſt Cauſe to tremble ar. 
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